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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
WHAT WILL I USE THIS HANDBOOK FOR, AND
WHO NEEDS TO READ IT?

WHAT ARE THE ELECTIVE SUBJECTS ON OFFER
AT COBURG HIGH SCHOOL IN 2021?

This handbook contains information about the
electives offered to Year 10 students at Coburg
High School in 2021. It has been written by
teachers from all the Learning Areas at Coburg
High School, and is for Year 10 students and their
families to read. Students are at a point where they
will have the opportunity to have more choice in
what they study. This handbook will help you
understand what ‘elective’ subjects are and which
ones students can take at Coburg High School in
2021. Students will be provided with time and
information during Home Group, and at home to
make these decisions.

At Coburg High School, in 2021, we offer semesterlong electives from the learning areas of Visual
Arts, Performing Arts, Technologies, Physical
Education, English, Maths, Humanities and
Science. Please note that if you select Spanish it
must be studied as a year long elective.

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A CORE
SUBJECT AND ELECTIVE SUBJECT?
A core subject is one that every student in Year 10
will complete. At Coburg High School, the core
subjects at Year 10 are English, Maths and Health
(these subjects are year long) and Humanities and
Science (these subjects are one semester long).
All students take these subjects. In these subjects,
students learn and build the knowledge, and
develop skills of these subjects through a variety
of activities.
An elective subject is one that is chosen by the
student to undertake, much like the electives that
students were offered for Year 9. Here, you get a
chance to gain further specialist knowledge and
skills, by going in depth into a specific learning
area. This allows you to explore the fields that you
are interested in, or are already really passionate
about for a year, before you make decisions about
your Senior School education.
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UNDERTAKING VET STUDIES AND EARLY
ENTRY OUTDOOR AND ENVIRONMENTAL
EDUCATION.
Students wanting to undertake a Vocational
Education and Training (VET) subject in 2021 and
beyond to achieve a Certificate III as part of their
VCE must ensure they adhere to the CHS policies
as shown below.
VET
CHS students can only study a VET Certificate over
their Year 10 and 11 studies. CHS students are not
eligible to begin a first year VET subject in Year 11.
CHS students are only eligible to undertake a first
year VET subject at an alternative provider if it is
scheduled Wednesday afternoons. CHS has the
right to refuse enrolment in this subject if the
subject is offered at a different time.
Outdoor and Environmental Studies
In order to meet the study design requirements
for this VCE subjects, students are only able to
access this as an Early Entry VCE only. This means
students must study Units 1 and 2 during Year 10,
and Units 3 and 4 in Year 11. Year 11 students will
not be eligible to study Units 1 and 2 from 2021, or
Units 3 and 4 from 2022 onwards. This is to avoid
the disruption to other Unit 3 and 4 subjects due
to attendance on camps and excursions for this
subject.

ELECTIVES
Design & Technology
Digital Technology
English
Health & Physical Education

Humanities
Language
Mathematics
Performing Arts

Visual Arts
Vocational Education & Training

Design & Fabrication
Food Technology
Digital Technologies
Literature
Health Perspectives
Sport Science
Active for Life
Sports Coaching & Athlete Development
Global Conflict
Philosophy & Classics
Politics
M0n€y Talk$
Spanish
Advanced Mathematics
Dance
Drama
Music Performance
Production
Media
Visual Art
Visual Communication & Design
VET Certificate II in Community Services

HOW MANY ELECTIVES CAN I PICK?
You will complete six electives in Year 10 in 2021. You must choose at least:
One Arts elective (either Performing OR Visual)
and
One Health or Physical Education elective
You may select your other four electives from any Learning Area that you are interested in.
If you select year long subjects of Spanish, a VET subject or are accepted into an early entry VCE subject, the
number of overall electives will decrease.
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HOW MANY LESSONS ARE THERE FOR CORE AND ELECTIVE SUBJECTS EACH WEEK?
The table below shows you how time has been distributed across the different subjects in Year 10 in 2021:

Year 10 Semester 1
Subject

Year 10 Semester 2

Lessons per week

Subject

Lessons per week

English

4

English

4

Maths

4

Maths

4

Science

4

Humanities

4

Home Group

1

Home Group

1

Elective

4

Elective

4

Elective

4

Elective

4

Elective

4

Elective

4

Total

25

Total

25

HOW DOES THE SELECTION PROCESS WORK?
You will be guided through the elective handbook by Home Group teachers and you’ll then have two weeks to
discuss options with teachers and families. You’ll need to submit elective preferences via a Google Form early in
Term 3 2020. Students wishing to complete a VCE or VET subject must also complete a separate application form
and submit this by the due date provided early in Term 3 2020 to the general office.

WHAT HAPPENS IF I DON’T GET MY FIRST CHOICE?
In some situations, you may not be able to get your first choice of elective in a particular field. This is why it’s
important to think about first and second preferences when you are browsing through this elective handbook and
talking to the people who are supporting you.

WHO CAN I TALK TO FOR ADVICE ABOUT PARTICULAR SUBJECTS?
•

You will be given the chance to talk to your Home Group teacher and your friends

•

Parents will be emailed this handbook on the same day so that you may speak with them when you get home

•

The Learning Area Leaders will be available if you’d like to talk to them. Their names, contact details and
images are available on the following page.

You will have until early Term 3 to submit your choices, so you have lots of time to talk to your subject teachers.
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LEARNING AREA LEADERS
SUBJECT

LEARNING AREA
LEADERS

EMAIL

English

Lachlan Gaylard

lachlan.gaylard@coburg.vic.edu.au

Selina Dennis

selina.dennis@coburg.vic.edu.au

Jeanette Williams

jeanette.williams@coburg.vic.edu.au

Paul Arney

paul.arney@coburg.vic.edu.au

Humanities

Chloe Tayler

chloe.tayler@coburg.vic.edu.au

Languages

Jessica Griffiths

jessica.griffiths@coburg.vic.edu.au

Mathematics

Andrew Hickson

andrew.hickson@coburg.vic.edu.au

Sarah Kate Hanley

sarahkate.hanley@coburg.vic.edu.au

Science

Katherine Ryan

katherine.ryan@coburg.vic.edu.au

Visual Arts

Leah Murphy

leah.murphy@coburg.vic.edu.au

Digital
Technologies
Design &
Technologies

PHOTO

Health &
Physical
Education

Performing
Arts
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DESIGN & FABRICATION

WHAT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS WILL I
BUILD?
• Design process and building a folio
• Environmental influences on design

DESCRIPTION
An immersive design class that recycles,
reuses and reimagines the debris of a
world with finite resources with a focus on
sustainable/eco design. Working from
design briefs and creating your own, you
will identify design problems and use a
variety of materials and construction
techniques to create a range of solutions.

• Ethical and sustainable consideration
in design and planning
• Construction techniques using
recycled materials
• Design and production of objects using
new technologies
• Manual construction methods such as
sewing, weaving, braiding, using
templates
• Understanding the role of the designer
• Appreciation for sustainability
• Creating and designing wearable art
and fashion

WHAT OTHER FIELDS COULD THIS
LEAD TO?
•

VCE Studio Arts

•

VCE Visual Communication Design

•

Fashion design

•

Art Department for film/TV, theatre
Costume design

WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?
You do not need to have any prior knowledge
or skills in this area.
You may need to purchase specialty
equipment for this class.
Subject levy for class materials $30
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ENGLISH
FOOD
TECHNOLOGY

DESCRIPTION
This course is for students who want to
learn essential life skills to become more
independent, engaged and responsible
consumers. In an increasingly complex
and busy world, it is important that you
develop the skills and knowledge to make
informed food choices to support good
nutrition, health and wellbeing. You will
examine how the principles of food safety,
preservation, preparation, presentation
and sensory evaluation influence the
creation of food. As this is a Design and
Technology subject, you will learn to apply
the design process to investigate, generate
ideas, plan, produce and evaluate. You will
explore a range of global issues including
consumer trends, ethics and sustainability.

WHAT OTHER FIELDS COULD THIS
LEAD TO?
•

VCE Food Studies

•

VCE Health and Human Development

•

VCE Environmental Science

•

Nutrition and dietetics

•

Health promotion

•

Food and consumer sciences

•

Consumer advocacy

•

Product design

WHAT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS WILL I
BUILD?
• Ethical and environmental
considerations in food production and
design
• Apply the design process to investigate,
create and evaluate new products
• Recipe reading, creation and
application
• Safe food handling skills
• Understanding of equipment and
working within a kitchen environment
• The functional role of ingredients
• Apply nutrition knowledge to make
informed food choices
• Food preparation and presentation

WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?
Cost associated $120 per student
(compulsory levy to be paid prior to start of
semester)
This course includes practical based learning
and a substantial theory component.
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DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES

DESCRIPTION
This broad computer science course
covers a range of topics relating to
computing including data manipulation,
encryption and security, electronics,
ethical use of technology, programming,
compression algorithms, project
management and the use of the problem
solving methodology of analysing,
designing, developing and evaluating.

WHAT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS WILL I
BUILD?
• Logical thinking and reasoning skills
• Problem solving
• Project management
• Manipulating data and creating data
visualisations
• Coding in Python

WHAT OTHER FIELDS COULD THIS
LEAD TO?
•

VCE Applied Computing

•

Tertiary courses such as Computer
Science, Information Technology, Web
Design and other STEM courses

• Better understanding of how
computers work

WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?
A compulsory fee of $30 for learning
resources will be included on the booklist
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ENGLISH

LITERATURE

WHAT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS WILL I
BUILD?
• Build your capacity to think about the
world and your place within it

DESCRIPTION
Literature is everything that you love about
English; extended and amplified! It
focuses on the meaning we get from texts
(a text being a novel, play, film, etc) and
any relationships between them. You will
also think about the contexts in which
texts are made, and the way that our own
experiences affect our understanding of
them. Studying Literature involves close
reading, critical thinking, being creative
and appreciating the awesomeness of
really good books, poetry and plays. A
range of genres are studied throughout
the unit, anything from political fiction to
ancient Greek tragedy to poetry. It can
help you to improve your skills in English,
prepare you for studying Literature in VCE,
or just be a really interesting subject on
its own!

• Recognise that texts can say things
about society’s values and human
experience
• Delve deeper into English texts and
have a greater idea of what authors
are trying to say
• Convey your own ideas about a text
• Practise responding to a text through
a variety of different methods

WHAT OTHER FIELDS COULD THIS
LEAD TO?
•

VCE Literature

•

VCE History

•

VCE Texts & Traditions

•

VCE Philosophy

•

Creative Writing

WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?
• You should be a confident reader, who is
able and willing to read a text several
times.
• You will be showing your knowledge of
the texts in a number of different ways:
creatively, orally, in essay form, etc.
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SPORTS SCIENCE

DESCRIPTION
This unit delves further into the science of
sport and examines how the body systems
react to physical activity. Through
observation, testing and analysis of
athletes, you will be introduced to how
sports scientists measure physical activity
and use those measurements to improve
a n a t h le t e ’ s b i o m e c h a n i cs a n d
performance. You will participate in a
diverse range of practical and recreational
activities, as well as gain a certain level of
understanding of the theoretical aspects
of Physical Education as a science.

WHAT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS WILL I
BUILD?
• Understanding of the body systems,
musculoskeletal
system,
cardiovascular system, and respiratory
system
• Understanding of energy systems,
aerobic system, anaerobic glycolysis
system and the ATP-PC system and
how these are fueled
• Understanding of biomechanical
principles such as the magnus effect,
levers, performance enhancing
devices and equipment, spin, Newton’s
Laws, etc
• Develop motor skills and tactical
awareness in a range of practical
activities

WHAT OTHER FIELDS COULD THIS
LEAD TO?
•

VCE Physical Education

•

VET Fitness

•

VET Sport and Rec

WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?

•

Sport and Exercise Science

• A small cost of up to $40 may occur to
cover the cost of any group fitness
sessions or excursions.
• This is an advanced subject which is
marketed at those who are aiming to
study Physical Education in VCE.
• This elective will have a substantial
theory component.
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ENGLISH
ACTIVE
FOR LIFE

WHAT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS WILL I
BUILD?
• Enhancing your motor skills to allow
for participation in physical activity
throughout your life

DESCRIPTION
By choosing Active For Life, you are
acknowledging the importance of physical
activity in everyday life. In this class, you
will have the opportunity to learn the skills
and knowledge that allow you to be fit and
active for the rest of your life. The
emphasis in this unit will be on fun and
participation, away from the
competitiveness of traditional sports. This
means a range of recreational activities
will be offered, potentially including yoga,
walking, riding, other group fitness
classes, lawn bowls or self defence,
among others. Active For Life encourages
you to develop knowledge and skills to
allow you to participate in physical activity
throughout your life. (You cannot select
this elective, if you have selected Sports
Coaching & Athlete Development).

WHAT OTHER FIELDS COULD THIS
LEAD TO?
•

VCE Health & Human Development

•

VET Fitness

•

VET Sport and Rec

•

Sport and Exercise Science

• Development of coordination and body
awareness
• Improving your own personal fitness
- both cardiovascular fitness and other
elements of ‘being fit’, like flexibility,
for example
• Understand the relationship between
maintaining fitness and reducing
stress

WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?
• A small cost may occur to cover the cost
of group fitness sessions and excursions/
incursions (Up to $40)
• This unit includes practical based
learning and a theory component.
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SPORTS COACHING &
ATHLETE DEVELOPMENT

DESCRIPTION
If you select this class, you should be
interested in competitive sport and want
to improve your leadership skills and
sports performance as part of your school
program. You will start with a SEPEP unit
to develop your leadership skills and an
understanding of the structure of sport.
You will learn about coaching styles, gain
a coaching qualification and be expected
to assist with coaching junior interschool
sports teams here at CHS. You will have
the opportunity to work on your coaching
skills through peer teaching. Finally you
will look at athlete development and learn
how designing a targeted training program
can improve performance outcomes.

WHAT OTHER FIELDS COULD THIS
LEAD TO?
•

VCE PE

•

VET Sport and Rec

•

VET Fitness

•

Sports coaching

WHAT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS WILL I
BUILD?
• Being involved in the coaching side of
this class will develop your:
-Ability to plan a training session
-Self-confidence
-Communication
-Leadership skills
• As part of planning and executing
your training program, you’ll
participate in lectures, tutorials and
practical work that focus on:
-Performance Enhancement
-Sequencing an athlete development
program.

WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?
• A small cost of up to $40 may occur to
cover the cost of group fitness sessions
and excursions/incursions.
• This unit includes theory components
balanced with some practical based
learning.
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ENGLISH

HEALTH PERSPECTIVES

DESCRIPTION
Health Perspectives is a different
approach to studying health. During years
7 to 9, Health focused on a wellbeing and
harm-minimisation approach to teach you
about health topics and concepts. Health
Perspectives is a class that will provide
you with the knowledge and tools to
discover, analyse and assess health and
health status, both here in Australia, and
globally. You won’t just learn about
different health issues, but will complete
an in-depth study of the issue; any
promotions designed to address the issue
and their effectiveness. You’ll compare
health levels for different demographics,
both nationally and internationally, and
look for explanations for any differences.
Importantly, you’ll be introduced to the
academic language used to study health
at VCE and beyond.

WHAT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS WILL I
BUILD?
• Dimensions of health - physical, social,
emotional, spiritual and mental and
how these relate to the health and
wellbeing of an individual.
• Nutrition - critique models and
marketing trends, and how these
impact health behaviours.
• Youth health - analyse programs used
to address youth health and emerging
issues for this age group.
• Human lifespan - discover elements
of human development from a foetus
through to old age and the key
developmental stages of life.
• UN and sustainable development
goals - learn about the role and
importance of the UN and the goals
put in place to improve the health
status of low-income countries.

WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?
WHAT OTHER FIELDS COULD THIS
LEAD TO?
•

VCE Health & Human Development

•

VCE PE

• A small cost of up to $40 may occur to
cover the cost of excursions / incursions.
• Health Perspectives does not replace
your participation in core-health.
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GLOBAL CONFLICT

WHAT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS WILL I
BUILD?
• This is a great subject to equip you
with the skills for VCE history

DESCRIPTION
How and why do wars happen? How do we
explain genocide? With the assassination
of an archduke in 1914, the world was in
chaos. Immediately, countries took sides
and negotiated alliances. Technology
beyond imaginations was invented for
purposes of espionage and destruction.
The war machine continued into WWII,
where a new kind of hell had been
unleashed: ideological hatred in the form
of Nazism. Hitler’s Holocaust against the
Jewish, Polish, gay, disabled people, Roma
(gypsies) and others seen as ‘other’ to
Hitler’s regime. You will also investigate
modern conflicts, develop your own area
of inquiry following your own interest
around conflict, peacekeeping and power
struggle.

WHAT OTHER FIELDS COULD THIS
LEAD TO?
•

VCE History

•

VCE Global Politics

•

VCE Geography

•

Law

•

Arts

•

Politics

•

Journalism
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• Analyse the major World Wars and
modern conflicts in the Middle East
• Evaluate the impact of current and
historical events
• Build empathy with historical
ancestors
• Write meaningful historical essays
• Research in creative ways to locate
archived film, newspaper and speech
source evidence

WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?
Possible excursions to the Jewish Holocaust
Centre and Melbourne Museum’s ‘Love and
Sorrow’ WWI Exhibition. Approximate cost:
$30

ENGLISH

PHILOSOPHY & CLASSICS

WHAT OTHER FIELDS COULD THIS
LEAD TO?
•

VCE Philosophy

•

VCE Literature

•

VCE Classical Studies

DESCRIPTION

•

VCE Revolutions

Philosophy comes from the Greek word
philosophia meaning ‘love of wisdom’, and
is the study of knowledge; but what actually
is knowledge? In this subject you’ll learn
critical thinking, effective argumentation,
and logical reasoning skills to understand
others, ourselves and our place in the
world through literature, film, and a
selection of podcasts. This subject begins
with a focus on improving our questioning
skills and refining our thinking processes.
We learn about Socrates and Plato, discuss
questions of fate and choice, and analyse
the Ancient Greek play Oedipus Rex to
understand reasoning, fallacies, biases,
and the human condition. We’ll investigate
questions of identity, knowledge and
existence through the film The Matrix,
exploring the major question ‘how do you
know your perceptions of reality are real?’
and consider ideas from philosophers such
as Descartes and Berkeley, as well as more
contemporary thinkers such as Baudrillard.
Finally, we will study Ethics exploring
questions such as ‘what is good?’ and ‘how
can we live a good life?’ We explore thinkers
such as Aristotle, Kohlberg, Kant and Mill,
and read Seneca’s On the shortness of life
to help you develop your own sense of
values, morality, and ethical behaviours.

•

Philosophy

•

Arts

•

Classics

WHAT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS WILL I
BUILD?
• Listening and public speaking skills
through participation in Socratic Circle
dialogues
• Deductive reasoning
• Formulate independent ideas
• Debate and critical argument
• Close reading

WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?
• You must be willing to develop and
showcase your skills in active listening
and public speaking.
• A fee of up to $40 may apply for
excursions/incursions/materials
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M0N€Y TALK$

DESCRIPTION
Do you want to be a millionaire? Have you
ever wanted to run your own company?
Are you the creator of the next big app?
This subject is about how you manage your
own money, make smart financial
decisions now, when you leave school and
when you enter the workforce. The key is
learning how to make independent
financial decisions, and the knowledge
you need to make those smart choices.
You’ll investigate how to earn an income
through all sorts of avenues, and learn
strategies that can lead to financial
success. This subject moves from
personal finances, such as budgeting and
taxes, to understanding businesses, the
share market and economic systems.
Want to learn how to budget to move out
of home? Prepare receipts for tax returns?
Save for a round-the-world gap year trip?
This subject is for you.
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WHAT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS WILL I
BUILD?
• You’ll learn how to manage your
personal finances: budgeting,
investments, taxation, preparing
receipts for tax return, scams, the
sharemarket, profit/loss statements
• You’ll learn the importance of online
marketing and how to promote a
business integrated with basic
economic systems
• You’ll learn the basics of business
management, planning for the highs
and lows of the market from the
perspective of a small business owner
and run your own business for profit,
right here at school!
• You’ll have a hypothetical $50,000 to
spend on the Sharemarket, and see if
you can add to this with some savvy
investing

WHAT OTHER FIELDS COULD THIS
LEAD TO?

WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?

•

VCE Business Management

•

VCE Accounting

A fee of up to $20 may apply for excursions/
incursions/materials

•

VCE Economics

•

Business

•

Commerce

•

Accountancy

ENGLISH

POLITICS

DESCRIPTION
How do you become politically active?
How do you engage with the Australian
population to effect change? How do your
local actions affect the global community?
How do you consume media in a smarter
and more informed way? With recent
incursions against liberal democracies by
the powerful few, we look at how we can
come together to find solutions and to
effect change in the world around us. We
unpack people and power, the Australian
democracy, media and its impact,
Australia and Australians as global
citizens and the current causes and
effects of global tensions. Part theoretical,
part practical, this unit is ideal for students
with concerns for the direction the world
is headed and looking for ways to have
their voices heard.

WHAT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS WILL I
BUILD?
• define and explain key terms and
concepts relating to power and ideas
• examine the ideas and features of
political systems
• explain the characteristics of
Australian democracy
• explains political impacts on human
rights, culture and the environment
• outline the challenges to resolution of
global issues
• use contemporary examples and case
studies to explain and analyse political
ideas and systems

WHAT OTHER FIELDS COULD THIS
LEAD TO?
•

VCE History

•

VCE Global Politics

•

VCE Geography

•

Law

WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?

•

Arts

•

Politics

•

Journalism

Possible excursion to the Victorian
Parliament, Victorian Courts, Moreland
Council or CERES.

•

Public Service
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URBAN GEOGRAPHY

DESCRIPTION
As the fastest growing city in Australia,
Melbourne faces a range of pressing
issues, such as the housing crisis,
congestion, poverty and maintaining our
world-famous standards of liveability.
This subject attempts to find answers to
the big questions of ‘what will Melbourne
look like in 30 years?’ and ‘who has the
right to the city?’. We will be leaving the
classroom frequently to develop fieldwork
skills in the local and wider metropolitan
area. There will be assessments that
focus on the presentation and analysis of
the wide range of data we will collect. In
addition to collecting data in the field, we
will investigate the ways local and state
agencies are managing these pressures,
both now and into the future.

WHAT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS WILL I
BUILD?
Knowledge & Skills:
• Drone use and thermal imaging
• GIS Platform Use
• Video/Computer games such as
Minecraft to explore urban issues and
design
• Fieldwork & data collection
• Interpreting geographical information
Year 10 Urban Geography aims to equip
you with the skills to make sense of the
huge range of information available in the
world of ‘Big Data’.
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WHAT OTHER FIELDS COULD THIS
LEAD TO?
•

Architecture

•

Planning

•

Urban Design

•

Landscape Architect

•

Infrastructure Planner

•

Project Manager

•

Construction

•

Building and Development

•

Researcher

•

Sustainability Consultant

•

GIS Specialist

•

Security and Intelligence

•

Forensic Investigation

•

Teacher

•

Geospatial Sciences

•

Aviation

•

Travel and Tourism,

•

Natural Resource Management

•

Public Utilities

•

Geologist

•

Historian

•

Primary Industries

WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?
Some fieldwork may attract small expenses
relating to travel and supplies.

ENGLISH

SPANISH

DESCRIPTION
Year 10 Spanish will challenge and extend
you: your knowledge of the Spanish
language and culture will bloom as never
before! You will interact in written and
spoken Spanish to communicate about
personal experiences, relationships and
aspirations, and broader local and global
issues such as the environment, social
media and tourism, including issues that
pertain to Spanish-speaking countries.
You will interact with peers to make
decisions, solve problems, and negotiate
and plan action in response to issues. Your
knowledge of grammar and pronunciation
will increase rapidly through the study of
spoken and written texts.

WHAT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS WILL I
BUILD?
• The conventions of a range of text
types
• The distinction between colloquial and
formal language
• A wide range of vocabulary, including
within the topics of social media,
travel, work, the environment, and
Hispanic cultures
• Environmental and social concerns in
Hispanic countries.

WHAT OTHER FIELDS COULD THIS
LEAD TO?
•

VCE Spanish

•

Languages

•

International Studies

WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?
You will be required to use Spanish in all
classes.
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ADVANCED MATHEMATICS

WHAT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS WILL I
BUILD?
Solve polynomial, trigonometric and
exponential equations

DESCRIPTION
This course is designed to prepare
students who are considering studying
VCE Mathematical Methods and/or
Specialist Mathematics. These VCE
subjects require strong algebra skills,
familiarity with the CAS calculator and an
ability to solve complex mathematical
problems. This course is an excellent
opportunity to get a head start in these
subjects and learn new mathematical
skills that will not be covered in the Core
Year 10 Mathematics course. Topics
covered include:
•

Exponentials and logarithms

•

Circle theorems

•

Polynomials

•

Trigonometric functions

•

Functions and relations

Select an appropriate mathematical
model to represent observed data
How to describe, interpret, sketch and
transform a range of non-linear
functions.

WHAT OTHER FIELDS COULD THIS
LEAD TO?
•

VCE Mathematical Methods

•

VCE Specialist Mathematics

•

Science

•

Engineering

WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?

•

Computing

TI-nspire CAS calculator is required

•

Aviation

•

Mathematics
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ENGLISH

DANCE

DESCRIPTION
In Year 10 Dance, you will develop your
personal movement vocabulary and build
on your awareness of how your body can
be used to communicate ideas and
concepts. These skills will be explored
through a series of movement activities
based on improvisation techniques. You
will also systematically train your body in
various dance styles in order to continue
building your physical skills. You will
watch dance performances and complete
a performance analysis that explores how
choreographers use the elements of
movement to enrich your own dancemaking.

WHAT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS WILL I
BUILD?
• Create a personal training plan to
develop your technical skills.
• Engage in regular dance classes to
build expressive and technical skill
across a range of styles.
• Learn and perform choreography.
• Watch live professional performances
and analyse the work you view.
• Develop your personal dance style
through improvisation.
• Using the elements of dance to create
and perform your own choreography.
• Problem solving, creative thinking,
self-management skills and
communication skills, team work.

WHAT OTHER FIELDS COULD THIS
LEAD TO?
•

VCE Dance

•

VCE Drama

•

Involvement in CHS productions

•

Dancer/Choreographer

•

Community Arts Worker

WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?
• Dancers of all levels & styles welcome
• You will perform for audiences from CHS
and the wider community
• Classes are of a highly practical nature,
and require you to be energised for all
practical studies.
• You will attend a profess i onal
performance which will incur an
approximate fee of $40.
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DRAMA

WHAT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS WILL I
BUILD?
Practice and refine dramatic elements,
performance skills and expressive skills

DESCRIPTION
In Drama you will build your skills as an
actor by exploring specific techniques to
enhance your expressive skills. You will
learn how to manipulate voice and
movement in fun, practical and engaging
w o r ks h o p s . B y ex p l o r i n g b o t h
contemporary and historical forms and
dramatic styles you will devise original
performances for live audiences that are
inspired by different dramatic conventions,
relating to specific performance styles.
You will also explore drama as a political
form and use this to provide solutions to
social problems. You will also have the
opportunity to view a live professional
performance that you will analyse and
reflect on to inspire your own creative
process.

• Perform monologue works from
theatre and film
• Improvise with characters and
scenarios
• Explore at least 3 performance
styles
• Analyse characters and explore
differing viewpoints to enrich drama
practice

WHAT OTHER FIELDS COULD THIS
LEAD TO?
•

VCE Drama

•

VCE Theatre Studies

•

VCE English

•

VCE Literature
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WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?
You will attend a professional performance
which will incur an approximate fee of $20.

ENGLISH
MUSIC
PERFORMANCE

DESCRIPTION
In Year 10 Music Performance, you will
interpret, rehearse and perform solo and
ensemble repertoire in a range of forms
and styles. You will begin to develop
personal voice and technical control,
expression and stylistic understanding.
You will use general listening and specific
aural skills to enhance your performances
and use knowledge of the elements of
music, style and notation to compose,
document and share your music. You will
aurally and visually analyse works and
performances of different styles. You will
evaluate the use of elements of music and
define characteristics from different
musical styles. You will use your
understanding of music making to inform
and shape your interpretations,
performances and compositions.

WHAT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS WILL I
BUILD?
• Practise and refine instrumental
technical skills
• Perform solo and ensemble works
from a range of styles and techniques
• Music theory and aural comprehension
skills
• Composition and arrangement skills
• Music analysis skills

WHAT OTHER FIELDS COULD THIS
LEAD TO?
•

VCE Music

WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?

•

VET Music Industry: Technical Production

• Students are strongly recommended to
have their own instrument and are
encouraged to undertake Instrumental
Music lessons privately or at school.
• You will attend a music performance
which will incur an approximate fee of
$20.
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PRODUCTION

WHAT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS WILL I
BUILD?
• Research text and contexts of play
scripts

DESCRIPTION
If you are passionate about the performing
arts and productions this elective is for
you. In this elective you will be building
towards interpreting a script which is
produced, directed, stage managed and
performed by students in the production
class. You will play the role of actor and
one of the following production areas:
directing, stage managing, lighting design,
costume and more. All students will
explore the experience of ‘the performer’
at some stage of the course. The
production will follow a thorough
production schedule and will be performed
to a CHS audience. You will run school
events such as concerts, productions and
assemblies and develop your expertise in
all elements of production.

• Apply stagecraft elements
• Understand the design process
• Theatrical Conventions
• Theatre Styles
• Performance Spaces
• Collaborative Design Process
• Workshop and Rehearsal Schedules
• Team work
• Community connections
• Performance and expressive skills
• Production skills

WHAT OTHER FIELDS COULD THIS
LEAD TO?
•

VCE Theatre Studies

•

VCE Drama

•

VCE Dance

•

VCE Music

•

VCE Studio Art

•

VCE Media

•

VCE Visual Communication Design
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WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?
You will attend a theatrical production,
which will incur an approximate fee of $20
You will be required to participate in the
running of your production.

ENGLISH

BIOLOGY

WHAT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS WILL I
BUILD?
• Cells, Membranes and Biomolecules
• Photosynthesis and Respiration

DESCRIPTION
Biology is designed around inquiry into and
application of the structure and function of
living things, including chemical processes
necessary for life. In this subject you will
investigate how living things interact with their
own and other species, and how this diversity
of life evolved. There will also be a focus on
the impact we as consumers have on the
environment through the choices we make.
Students will communicate scientific ideas
using consistently correct scientific language,
and demonstrate the ability to use scientific
evidence in their decision making and in
developing arguments about science-related
issues.
Important Note: This elective is not a
prerequisite for VCE Biology

WHAT OTHER FIELDS COULD THIS LEAD
TO?
VCE Biology

• DNA and Mutations
• Immunology
• Ecosystems
• Animal agriculture impact on
environments and how technology has
reduced these impacts
• Interactions between organisms and
how they are affected by human activity
• Learn how science and technology
contribute to finding solutions to a
range of contemporary issues
• Understand the chemistry involved in
biological systems at the molecular
level and appreciate how molecular
structure relates to function
• Communicate scientific ideas and
information for a particular purpose,
including constructing evidence-based
arguments and using appropriate
scientific language, chemical formulas
and equations

Careers:
•

Immunology

•

Microbiology

•

Biotechnology

WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?

•

Education

One excursion to Ecolink or GTAC

•

Medicine and Health Care

•

Physiotherapy

•

Veterinary Science

•

E n v i ro n m e n t a l M a n a g e m e n t a n d
Conservation

•

Forensic science

•

Sports science

Important Note: This elective is not a
prerequisite for VCE Biology
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CHEMISTRY

DESCRIPTION
Chemistry builds upon the content covered in
both 10 Science (Core) and junior years.
Students will review the structure of the atom
by looking at and interpreting trends in the
Periodic Table. They will examine the nature of
ionic, covalent and metallic bonds and how
elements form compounds. They will
investigate types of reactions, factors that
affect their rates and use chemical formulae
to balance equations. Students will
communicate scientific ideas using consistently
correct scientific language, and demonstrate
the ability to use scientific evidence in their
decision making and in developing arguments
about science-related issues.
Important Note: This elective is not a
prerequisite for VCE Chemistry

WHAT OTHER FIELDS COULD THIS
LEAD TO?
VCE Chemistry

• WHAT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS WILL I
BUILD?
Understand the basis of trends in the
periodic table
• Matter and Isotopes
• Bonding
• Metallic Lattices
• Rates of reactions and Enzymes as
catalysts
• Acids and Bases
• Analyse patterns and trends in data and
drawing conclusions that are consistent
with evidence

VCE Biology
Careers:
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•

Life Sciences

•

Biochemical research

•

Agriculture

•

Engineering

•

Environmental studies

•

Forensic science

•

Medicine

•

Pharmacy

WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?
Important Note: This elective is not a
prerequisite for VCE Chemistry

ENGLISH

PHYSICS

WHAT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS WILL I
BUILD?
• Electric Circuits
• Data Logging

DESCRIPTION

• Heat Transfer

Introduction to Physics seeks to provide
students with an understanding of the
laws of nature which govern the physical
world. This course builds upon the
electricity unit from Year 9 and introduces
students to concepts in a range of diverse
areas including fields, mechanics and
thermodynamics. For example, in
thermodynamics students will explore
both theoretically and practically the
transfer of heat energy through different
mediums and in mechanics students
apply the concepts of forces and energy to
investigate the motion of objects. Students
also learn to communicate scientific ideas
using specific physics terminology and
conventions.

• Forces and Motion
• Experimental Design
• Analyse patterns and trends in data
and drawing conclusions that are
consistent with evidence
• Communicate scientific ideas and
information for a particular purpose,
including constructing evidence-based
arguments and using appropriate
scientific language

Important Note: This elective is not a
prerequisite for VCE Physics

WHAT OTHER FIELDS COULD THIS
LEAD TO?
VCE Physics
Careers:
•

Physicist

•

Medical radiographer

•

Astronomer

•

Electronics specialist

•

Technician

•

Space scientist

•

Avionics

•

Engineer

WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?
Possible excursion to Science Works

Important Note: This elective is not a
prerequisite for VCE Physics
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PSYCHOLOGY

DESCRIPTION
Psychology is relevant to you if you seek a
more in-depth understanding of the brain and
how damage through injury, disease or
disorders can affect its functioning and
behaviour. You will develop the ability to
investigate contemporary issues in the
medical field through both a psychological and
a biological lens and communicate your
understanding in different ways. Students will
communicate scientific ideas using
consistently correct scientific language, and
demonstrate the ability to use scientific
evidence in their decision making and in
developing arguments about science-related
issues.
Important Note: This elective is not a
prerequisite for VCE Psychology

WHAT OTHER FIELDS COULD THIS LEAD
TO?

WHAT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS WILL I
BUILD?
• Describe the relevance of
neuropsychology to managing
psychological disorders
• Investigate the physiology of the
nervous system and the anatomy of
the nervous system
• Learn about how conditions within
the brain affect the way in which a
person is physically capable or
incapable of performing a variety of
different tasks, including brain
chemistry and medications
• Explore the science behind sleep and
dreams
• Investigate a variety of motor and
neurological disorders
• Explain the neuropsychology of
language
• Social Cognition

VCE Psychology
Careers:

• Ethics

•

Psychotherapy

•

Biological sciences

•

Health sciences

•

Psychiatric nursing

WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?

•

Health professionals

•

Teaching

Possible excursion to Melbourne Museum
or the DAX center

•

Research
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Important Note: This elective is not a
prerequisite for VCE Psychology

ENGLISH

MEDIA

WHAT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS WILL I
BUILD?
• Learn to safely use media technologies
such as film cameras, sound recording
equipment, editing software

DESCRIPTION
More than ever, the media shapes our everyday
lives. It is a source of information, social
interaction, entertainment and education. Year
10 Media is a subject designed to help you
understand, interpret and make sense of this
rapidly changing world of media technologies
as consumers and producers of media content.
Year 10 Media students will have the
opportunity to explore and develop media
productions using the latest digital video and
photographic technologies. You will learn the
necessary technical and practical skills to
capture and manipulate reality as you see it.
You will also develop an understanding of how
an audience interprets your own and other
artists’ works. You will also create and analyse
media texts, in both moving and still image
products.

WHAT OTHER FIELDS COULD THIS LEAD
TO?
•

VCE Media

•

VCE Art

•

VCE Studio Arts

•

VCE Visual Communication Design

•

Animation

•

Cartoonist

•

Journalism

•

Film Production

•

Game Design

• Use and understand structure, intent,
character, settings, viewpoints and
genre conventions in media art
compositions
• Application of the media elements
such as time, space, sound, movement
and lighting to media arts practice
• Analyse the way in which audiences
make meaning
• Consider social and cultural contexts
that shape the purpose and processes
when producing media art
• Evaluate the social and ethical
implications of media arts
• Understand and consider regulatory
issues when using media technologies
• Develop a strong understanding of
your roles as artist and audience

WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?
You do not need to have any prior
knowledge or skills in this area.
Excursions with a cost of up to $25 to ACMI,
film screenings and Tropfest junior
You will need to purchase specialty
equipment for this class.
Subject levy for class materials $30
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VISUAL ART

WHAT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS WILL I
BUILD?
• Select and manipulate materials and
techniques

DESCRIPTION
In this elective, you will undertake an
exploration of a variety of different art styles,
movements, materials and techniques in the
form of intense workshops. You will explore
artists and styles from realism to more
abstract and conceptual work. You will study
the practice of artists from different times and
begin to understand the continuum of art
history and how this influences your own and
other artists’ practice. Through the exploration
of a theme, you will build your understanding
of a studio process which culminates in the
production of a final artwork.

• Explore art making s using a range of
mediums and techniques such as:
• Painting
• Drawing (Charcoal, coloured pencil,
ink and pen)
• Printmaking
• Soft Sculpture
• Study, analyse & evaluate artists
from a range of art movements
• Follow a studio process of
exploration, development, refinement
resolution and presentation of
artwork.

WHAT OTHER FIELDS COULD THIS LEAD
TO?
VCE Studio Arts
VCE Media
VCE Visual Communication Design
Further Pathways: Graphic Design, Fashion
design, teaching, artist, art historian, visual
merchandising, creative industries etc.

WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?
This course will include some excursions to
galleries, with a cost of up to $25 per visit.
Subject levy for class materials $30
You will need to purchase equipment for
this class.
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ENGLISH
VISUAL
COMMUNICATION
DESIGN

DESCRIPTION
This subject will give you the ability to
strengthen your imagination and creativity to
problem solve communication challenges. You
will apply these problem solving skills to
understand and apply the design process. You
will be taught freehand and instrumental
drawing techniques and apply them to different
design approaches. You will also experiment
with a range of materials, media and methods
in both group and individual design tasks.
Technology will be integrated into the subject
with the application of the Adobe Suite. Various
aspects of design theory will be explored to
assist and expand upon existing knowledge of
the design process. There will also be a focus
on visual merchandising. Through the
exploration of visual merchandising you will
investigate how design styles from different
periods of time and cultures reflect your
respective societies and cultures. This subject
prepares you for VCE subjects with a design
focus, as well as build skills in creative, critical
and reflective thinking strategies.

WHAT OTHER FIELDS COULD THIS LEAD
TO?
•

VCE Visual Communication Design

•

VCE Studio Arts

•

VCE Media

•

VET pathways:

•

Careers: Designer, Architect, multimedia
designer, graphic designer, industrial
designer, jewellery designer, fashion and
textile design

WHAT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS WILL I
BUILD?
Knowledge:
Working to a brief, problem solving,
planning, designing, estimating,
calculating quantities for materials,
assessing suitability of materials and
techniques to job and environment, safety
requirements for working with a range of
materials and tools and in various
environments
Skills:
Drawing and planning, teamwork, time
and materials management, leadership,
manage projects within a budget and
timeline, design thinking strategies,
rendering skills, technical drawing skills
(two-dimensional and three-dimensional)

WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?
You will have the opportunity to visit
Melbourne Museum Top Designs at
Melbourne Museum, and explore exhibition
design e.g bug lab (cost of up to $40)
Subject levy for class materials $30
You will need to purchase equipment for
this class.
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VICTORIAN CERTIFICATE
OF EDUCATION (VCE)

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION
& TRAINING (VET)

A VCE program is an ideal program if

Vocational Education & Training (VET)

you are considering a pathway to

programs provide students with the

university or TAFE. A VCE Program is a

opportunity to combine vocational

set of semester length units undertaken

interests with your general education.

over a minimum period of two years.

VET units can count towards the required

Subjects are generally completed in
sequences and are referred to as Units

16 units to complete VCE and contribute
to the ATAR.

1, 2, 3 & 4. Units 1 & 2 are often

Coburg High School is part of the

completed at Year 11 and Units 3 & 4 at

Northern Melbourne VET Cluster and

Year 12. In order to obtain their VCE,

this cluster provides an extensive

students must satisfactorily complete a

selection of VET programs. Any Year 9

minimum of 16 units including:

student going into Year 10 or any Year

• 3 units of English (of which two must
be a Unit 3/4 sequence)
• 3 other Unit 3/4 sequences (six units)

10 student going into Year 11 may apply
to undertake a VET course.
VET courses are completed at other
schools during school hours and have

A VCE program at Coburg High School

additional fees. Given the high level of

will generally consist of 20 to 24 units

personal organisation required to attend

taken over two to three years.

VET courses off campus, Coburg High
School will consider each application

All VCE units require a minimum of 50 hours
of class time. A student needs to attend
sufficient class time (90%) to complete work.
Evidence of the completion of work will be in
the form of a record of the work completed
in class and for homework as well as the
satisfactory completion of assessment
tasks.
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individually. Students considering a VET
subject must see the Careers &
Pathways Coordinator for further
information.

When considering a VET offering, ensure to
adhere to the CHS policies surrounding entry
to one of these subjects (page 4).

EARLY ENTRY VCE
Generally VCE is undertaken in Years 11 &

All applications will be considered

12; however, you may be someone who can

individually and take the student’s best

benefit from the additional challenge of

interest into consideration. In some cases

taking a VCE subject early, either Unit 1/2

students will not be approved to take a VCE

in Year 10 and/or Unit 3/4 in Year 11.

study in Year 10 because early entry into the

There are a range of stipulations that must
be met, you must be:
• Achieving at least at the expected level
in English and Mathematics

VCE Studies offered will not be the most
appropriate option. These VCE subjects will
be offered to students when they are in Year
11 (provided there is sufficient interest and
demand).

• Performing above the expected level in

The VCE Coordinator and the Pathways

the subject area for which you are

Coordinator can provide more details on

applying for acceleration

criteria and advice on the suitability for

• Consistently submitting work on time

acceleration.

• Consistently meeting the school’s

In 2021, Coburg High School is offering early

attendance requirements.
With acceleration there is also a risk that
some students may concentrate on the

VCE access to five subjects. These VCE
studies are being offered based on breadth
and on subject suitability.

accelerated VCE subject to the detriment of

Students choosing to undertake early entry

their other subjects. This can be

VCE are still expected to enrol in 5 unit 3/4

counterproductive and might lead to a lower

subjects in Year 12.

attainment at Unit 3/4 level in the following
year.

Please see the following pages for
subject outlines. More information can

Students who apply to undertake a VCE
subject in Year 10 will be required to
complete an application form.

be obtained from the Learning Area
Leaders listed in the front of this booklet
or on the VCAA website http://www.
vcaa.vic.edu.au/
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HEALTH & HUMAN
DEVELOPMENT

WHAT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS WILL I
BUILD?

UNITS 1 AND 2

• Various definitions of health and
wellbeing

SUBJECT OVERVIEW

• Variations in perspectives of and
priorities relating to health and
wellbeing, according to age,
culture,religion, gender

Health & Human Development looks at an
individual’s health and wellbeing as a whole,
that is subjective to change and interpretation.
They analyse how our ideas of health and
wellbeing has changed over time, and
investigate the development of the human body
across the lifespan.

• Explain the functions of major
nutrients for general health and
wellbeing
• Use research and data

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION
This unit looks at health and wellbeing as a
concept that has changed over time. Wellbeing
is a complex combination of all dimensions of
health, where an individual feels happy, healthy,
capable and engaged.
With a focus on youth, students consider their
own health as individuals and as a cohort. They
build health literacy through interpreting and
using data, through investigating the role of
food, and through extended inquiry into one
youth health focus area.

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION
This unit investigates transitions in health and
wellbeing, and development, from lifespan and
societal perspectives. Students look at changes
and expectations that are part of the
progression from youth to adulthood. This unit
promotes the application of health literacy
skills through an examination of adulthood as
a time of increasing independence and
responsibility, involving the establishment of
long-term relationships, possible
considerations of parenthood and management
of health-related milestones and changes.
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WHICH SUBJECTS FROM YEAR 10
DOES THIS FOLLOW ON FROM?
Active for Life

Food Technology

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED IN THIS
SUBJECT?
A range of school based assessment tasks
including case studies, written responses,
data analysis and multimedia presentations.

WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?
Excursions to support learning may be
organised and may incur a cost (approx $40)

ENGLISH
OUTDOOR &

ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES

UNITS 1 AND 2
SUBJECT OVERVIEW
Outdoor & Environmental Studies focuses on the
ways humans interact with outdoor environments.
Outdoor & Environmental Studies teaches
students to live sustainably and to understand the
importance of environmental health, particularly
in local contexts. Students gain practical
knowledge whilst on camps in various
environments.

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION
•

How humans understand and relate to nature.

•

Motivations for interacting with outdoor
environments and the factors that affect an
individual’s access to outdoor experiences.

•

Practical skills and knowledge to help them
live sustainably in outdoor environments.

•

Understand the links between practical and
theoretical concepts, gaining insight into a
variety of responses to, and relationships with,
nature.

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION
•

Characteristics of outdoor environments and
different ways of understanding them

•

The impact of humans on outdoor
environments. Impact of nature on humans,
and the ecological, social and economic
implications of the impact of humans on
outdoor environments.

•

Understanding of the impact of technologies.

•

Practical experiences enable students to
make comparisons between outdoor
environments.

WHAT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS WILL
I BUILD?
• Range of motivations for seeking
outdoor experiences
• Use appropriate practical skills for
safe participation in outdoor
experiences

WHICH SUBJECTS FROM YEAR 10
DOES THIS FOLLOW ON FROM?
Physical Education Electives

Health

Geography

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED IN THIS
SUBJECT?
School assessed coursework will assess
your knowledge of the course and
demonstrating links between theoretical
content studied and practical experiences
undertaken.

WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?
Attendance on practical learning
experiences is compulsory.
Additional cost for all camps and
excursions will occur, likely to be around
$300

Please Note: Can only be studied as
early entry
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BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

UNITS 1 AND 2
SUBJECT OVERVIEW
Do you want to run your business? Be a
CEO for a multinational/transnational
business? Or be a champion in driving
sustainable business practices? If so then
Business Management is for you!
Business Management follows the
process from the first idea for a business
concept, to planning and establishing a
business, through to the day-to-day
management of a business. It also
considers the changes that are needed to
ensure continued success of a business.

UNIT 1 -PLANNING A BUSINESS
In this unit, students explore the factors
affecting business ideas and the internal
and external environments within which
businesses operate, and the effect of
these on planning a business.

UNIT 2 -ESTABLISHING A BUSINESS
In this unit, they investigate the essential
features of effective marketing and
consider the best way to meet the needs
of the business in terms of staffing and
financial record keeping. Students analyse
various management practices in this
area.
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WHAT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS WILL I BUILD?
•

How to establish a business

•

Business operations

•

Management practices

•

Local, national and global markets

•

Business problem-solving strategies
Please read the Study Design for further detail

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
The following tasks may be assessed for School
Assessed Coursework:
•

Case study

•

Business research report

•

Business plan

•

Structured questions

•

Media analysis

WHICH SUBJECTS FROM YEAR 10
DOES THIS FOLLOW ON FROM?
Money Talks

Humanities (CORE)

ENGLISH

BIOLOGY

UNITS 1 AND 2
SUBJECT OVERVIEW
Units 1 and 2 enables students to investigate the
processes involved in sustaining life at cellular,
system, species and ecosystem levels. In undertaking
this study, students examine how life has evolved
over time and understand that in the dynamic and
interconnected system of life all change has a
consequence that may affect an individual, a species
or the collective biodiversity of Earth. The study gives
students insights into how knowledge of molecular
and evolutionary concepts underpin much of
contemporary biology, and the applications used by
society to resolve problems and make advancements.

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION
Students will study cell size, structure and function,
how substances cross the plasma membrane, energy
transformations, functioning systems. They also
investigate survival through adaptations and
regulation, how living things are categorised based
on their characteristics, and relationships between
organisms within an ecosystem. The investigation
requires the student to develop a question, undertake
an experiment to collect data, interpret the data and
reach a conclusion.

WHAT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS WILL
I BUILD?
• Practical experimentation and
research
• Critical and creative thinking
• Communication

WHICH SUBJECTS FROM YEAR 10
DOES THIS FOLLOW ON FROM?
Science (Core)

Biochemistry

Neuropsychology

Environmental

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED IN THIS
SUBJECT?
•

Unit tests

•

Practical Reports - guided and/or
student designed

•

Annotations of a practical work folio of
activities or investigations

•

Scientific Posters

•

Coursework

•

Exams

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION
Students will study the cell cycle, asexual
reproduction and sexual reproduction, cell growth
and cell differentiation. The genetics component
investigates genomes, genes and alleles,
chromosomes, genotypes and phenotypes,
pedigree charts, genetic cross outcomes and
genetic decision-making. Students run an
investigation, communicate the findings and justify
their conclusions.

WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?
Walking excursions for data sampling
Excursions may incur an additional cost
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STUDIO ARTS

UNITS 1 AND 2

WHAT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS WILL I
BUILD?
• How to establish a studio process
• Creative and critical thinking

SUBJECT OVERVIEW

• Historical/contextual understanding

VCE Studio Arts supports students to recognise their
individual potential as art makers and presents a
guided process to assist their understanding and
development of art-making. Students develop an
understanding of how to source artistic inspiration
related to their individual interests and explore a
wide variety of materials and techniques for use in
the development of their own artworks. Students
produce a folio, as well as develop a solid foundation
basis for studio practice through a substantive
theoretic component.

• Development and documentation of
ideas

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION
Studio inspiration and techniques
Students focus on using sources of inspiration and
individual ideas as the basis for developing artworks
and exploring a wide range of materials and
techniques as tools for communicating ideas,
observations and experiences through art-making.
They research the ways in which artists from different
times and cultures have interpreted and expressed
ideas, sourced inspiration and used materials and
techniques.

• Critical analysis skills
• In depth knowledge of materials and
techniques

WHICH SUBJECTS FROM YEAR 10
DOES THIS FOLLOW ON FROM?
Visual Art

Media

Visual Communication Design

Production

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED IN THIS
SUBJECT?
Assessment for this subject includes a Visual
Diary, finished artworks and written assessment
tasks.

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION
Studio exploration and concepts
Students establish and use a studio process to
produce artworks. The process includes the use of
an individual approach to locating sources of
inspiration, experimentation, and the development
of aesthetic qualities, directions and solutions prior
to the production of artworks. Artworks made by
artists from different times and cultures are analysed
to understand the artists’ ideas and how they have
created aesthetic qualities and identifiable styles.
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WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?
• Studio Arts is ideal for students with a
strong interest in history and creativity
• This subject includes a levy of $50

WHAT KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS WILL I
BUILD?

VET CERTIFICATE II IN
COMMUNITY SERVICES

• Communicate in the workplace
• Administration support

SUBJECT OVERVIEW

• Responding to clients

VET Community Services allows students to develop
the skills and knowledge to undertake community
services work such as providing support
and assistance to a variety of clients including
childcare, the elderly and the disability sector.

• Implementing approved learning
frameworks

UNIT 1 DESCRIPTION
This unit includes modules on the Community
Services Industry, Working with Diverse People
a n d C o m m u n i c a t i o n i n t h e w o r k p l a ce .

WHICH SUBJECTS FROM YEAR 10
DOES THIS FOLLOW ON FROM?
This is the first opportunity for students to
undertake Vocational Education and Training
course.
Any Certificate and Units of Competency are
fully transferable into high certificate and
diploma courses.

UNIT 2 DESCRIPTION
This unit includes modules on Work Health and
Safety, Working with clients and providing first point
of contact and Industry areas, Child Care, Aged Care
and Disability Services.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED IN THIS
SUBJECT?
•

Practical assessments

•

Completion of work book of activities

WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW?
• There will be a materials charge for this course of
$380 to cover expenses.
• The course could potentially run until 5:30pm on
Wednesday afternoons.
• This course will lead to a Unit 3&4 sequence which
will provide a Completion of Certificate II in Community
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