
 
“Coburg High School acknowledges the Wurundjeri People, 

upon who’s land the school rests. We pay our respects to 
elders both past and present.” 

Welcome 
Andrew  Robertson, Acting Principal 
Dear Families, 

I’d like to start by acknowledging the many years of dedicated service given by 
Mr Don Collins to Coburg Senior High School and to Coburg High School. I met 
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Don in 2010 and was immediately impressed with his vision, his work ethic and his passion for education 
and learning. Don has now resigned from the Victorian Department of Education and Training, and I believe 
will be taking on a significant education role overseas. 

What a wonderful first four weeks I have had as Acting Principal at Coburg High School. In this time I have 
been lucky enough to meet many awesome students and many committed and pro-active parents. I’ve 
spoken at length with many staff, and with pivotal community members. I feel in this short time that I have 
been able to gain some very valuable insights in to the diverse and spirited Coburg High School 
community and have a growing appreciation of the aspirations and expectations of its many stakeholders. 

This week the School Council 
/ Governing Board will meet, 
and will be briefed by Marg 
Bainbridge (our Senior 
Education Improvement 
Leader) on the Principal 
Recruitment Process which 
will begin this term. The 
expectation will be that a 
new and substantive Principal 
is ready to begin work very 
early in Term 3. 

My congratulations to all 
students who took part in events at our Athletics Carnival.  And a huge thank you to Stacey Fleming and her 
team for organising and running the day. It was wonderful to see such high levels of participation from our 
students. The weather was great and our students had a great day. Good luck to all our athletes competing 
at Division Athletics Finals. 
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COBURG HIGH SCHOOL 6 MAY 2016

YEAR 7 POLICE PRESENTATIONS  

Across Weeks 3 & 4, all Year 7s were engaged by 
a police presentation about cyberbullying and 
other electronic crimes. Di and Jo from Victoria 
Police discussed a multitude of topics, and took a 
barrage of questions from students! 

Thanks to Di and Jo for taking the time to help 
our Year 7s understand safe online practices.



PRINCIPAL’S ADDRESS CONTINUED… 

 

We also started school tours for this term, and 
these have been booked-out. Please let any 
prospective families you may know to check the 
school’s website or call the school to book in on a 
tour. Our curriculum leaders are now beginning 
the journey of developing a new Year 9 program 
for learners in 2017. This will be our first year with 
Year 9s and we want to ensure that the breadth of 
learning continues to prepare all students well for 
VCE, VCAL and VET pathways in later years, but 
also considers how we will best engage our 
learners in exciting and unique learning 
opportunities at a time in their development when 
such things become critical. 

The recent budget announcement was also 
heartening for the ongoing commitment of this 
government to Government Schools and State 
Education. In announcing $1.1 billion dollars 
investment in school bricks and mortar, a number 
of other pro-active promises were made, and we 
hope that many of those will impact on the lives of 
learners at Coburg High School: investment in 
special needs education, including dyslexia and 
autism; general practitioner doctors in 100 
secondary schools; Respectful Relationships 
Education across all schools; support for refugees 
and asylum seekers; the continuation of technical 
support programs; and their full commitment to 
the equity reforms introduced under the Gonski 
Agreement.  

Take care of yourselves and your families, have a 
great week. 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HARMONY DAY, 2016



Junior School  
We're taking this opportunity to say hello and welcome to, or welcome back, to the Coburg High 
community. 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

If Term 1 wasn’t busy enough for you, here comes Term 2! Some key dates to be aware of: 

Tues 10 - Thurs 12 May: NAPLAN for Year 7  

Fri 13 May: Whole school assembly 

Wed 18 May: Fun Run 

Fri 20 May: Student Free Day: Curriculum 

Fri 27 May: Slam Poetry performance for Year 8 

Fri 10 June: Report Writing Day. No students 
required 

Mon 13 June: Queens Birthday 

Week 10: Year 7 Immunisations Visit 2 

Fri 24 June: Last day of the term, 1:15 finish 

Some of what’s been going on in Junior 
School: 
YEAR 7   

• Camp: Held at Kinglake Ranges Wilderness Camp,  the Year 7s had a wonderful time. Staff found 
the camp so well run and the activities so fantastic that we’re currently working to book the same 
camp in for next year! 

• Visits to Oxygen Youth Centre to learn about this valuable local resource 

• Guest Speaker from Headspace to discuss the importance of mental health 

YEAR 8 

• Intercultural Capability Unit (culminating in school-wide Harmony Day celebrations) whereby we 
explored different cultural practices, and evaluated the challenges and benefits of living in a 
culturally diverse society 

• Development of Coburg High School values  
YEAR 7 & 8 

• ANZAC Day: Students in both year levels explored the significance of ANZAC Day as part of the 
Home Group Program. Our Principal Andrew Robertson also delivered an educational and 
engaging address accompanied by the Last Post, and the whole school observed a minute of 
silence. 

• Class respect, kindness, teamwork, dedication and excellence awards, given out at the end of 
Term 1 assembly 
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Junior School Leadership Group 
Congratulations to all members of the 2016 CHS 
Junior School Leadership Group! 

• Captains: Jasmine Verano & Pyman Merzaie 

• Vice Captains: Faiza Zuairia & Byron Singleton 

• Amarillo House Captains: Griffin Simpson-
Tuckey & Peppa Poultney 

• Azul House Captains: Joab Graybrook & Nadia 
Elouath 

• Rojo House Captains: Gabe Webb-Johnson & 
Siena Jacques 

• Verde House Captains: Dilara Seyis & Yasemyn 
Budak 

Year 7 Class Leaders:  

• 7A: Keilee Cop, Courtney Lacey, 

• 7B: Daniel Pantaleo, Liam Ryan 

• 7C: Siena Lentini, TeaTriantafillou 

• 7D: Kosta Kapsalis, Dylan Kousovasilis 

• 7E: Saffi Ayub, Siam Vanelburg 

• 7F: Mitchell D’Oca, Ella Dennis 

• 7G: Ahdia Merzaie, Erica Meagher 

• 7H: Nikoletta Vokolos, Michaela Pam 

Some policies and processes to clarify: 

 Uniform: students must be in uniform at all times, including when travelling to and from school. We're 
aware there has been some issues with stock of the school jackets. If the weather is cold enough that 
students need to wear a jacket/jumper and they don't yet have a school jacket, they need a note from home 
explaining why they're out of uniform. Options for this: 

 ◦ Email the note to coburgjunior@coburg.vic.edu.au  

 ◦ Give a written note from the parent to a member of the Junior School Team, or bring it to the 
Junior School Office (bottom of Building C) 

Chewing gum is not permitted at Coburg High. 

Being ready to learn: Students need to be in class, on time, and with the right materials. Students also    
need their books, writing equipment and so forth. 
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Wondering how you can help your child settle in at CHS? 
 • Encourage your child to discuss schoolwork, progress, friendships, teachers etc. 

 • Ensure your child has enough sleep (9 to 10 hours) and a good breakfast 

 • Provide a suitable homework and study space at home that is quiet, well lit, well ventilated and has adequate shelving and a 
desk, as well as access to the Internet and the school’s Intranet 

 • If no homework is set, encourage your child to undertake revision work, prepare notes or read 

 • Set and enforce rules for use of mobile phones, television, music, computer games and online chatting during study and 
homework time 

 • Read Compass regularly to keep informed about the school program. 

 • Keep track of your child’s timetable, the school calendar and homework (via the blog), subject and co-curricular requirements 

 • Discuss current issues and look at alternative viewpoints to improve reasoning; for the intellectual joy of it, encourage your 
child to argue counter ideas to fine-tune logic and the ability to sustain an argument intellectually rather than emotionally 

 • If possible, read the English texts your child is studying and discuss the themes 

 • Join the Parents & Friends Association or volunteer for school activities when needed.

mailto:coburgjunior@coburg.vic.edu.au


Parent to Student Contact during school hours: If you wish to contact your child directly via their mobile 
phone, where possible, this should only be done before school, during recess or lunch, or after school. 
Students are not entitled to take a call or message during class time simply because it is a family member. If 
urgent contact with the child is required while they are in class, please call Reception on 9353 1700. 

Student to Parent Contact during school hours: Should your child ever feel ill at school, they are expected 
to attend First Aid. The trained staff can attend to the child, and determine if parents need to be called or if 
the child needs to go home. Students should not be using their phones or computers to contact parents 
directly to come and pick them up. If your child makes contact with you to ask you to pick them up because 
they aren't feeling well, please direct them to First Aid. 
 

Senior Student Management Update 

The Senior School has been extremely busy already this term and there is a lot more already scheduled. For 
important key dates students and parents should refer to the Senior School Wiki page located here https://
community.coburg.vic.edu.au/groups/seniorschoolinformation/. However two important dates to note are 
the Student Free Days on the 20th of May as well as June 10 which is report writing day.  

The Senior Student Management Team would like to congratulate the Senior Students who participated in 
the schools first every Athletics Carnival. Your participation and behaviour on the day was extremely 
pleasing. Please be reminded if you were not present on that day a note is required and this absence will be 
counted as an unexplained absence.  

We would also like to congratulate the cast of Selfie, the Senior School Production and we would like to 
formally recognise the hard work and effort of the production crew. The performance was spectacular and 
enjoyed by all who attended.  

Senior Student leadership are in the process of finalising the venue and details for the Senior School 
Formal, to be held at Regal Receptions High St Northcote on the 9th of June. Look out for more details! 

Lastly students are reminded exams will take place for Year 10 and 11 students in Week 9. A exam timetable 
will be posted on compass as well as the Senior School wiki. Students should use the time management 
and study skills they learnt in the highly engaging Elevate program to prepare themselves for these exams. 
This preparation should be beginning NOW.  
Looking forwards to a busy and productive term. 
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Reception Staff Request 

Outside of drop off and pick up times, all visitors including parents and guardians to the school must 
report to reception on arrival. This is an important safety procedure at Coburg High School. We look 
forward to working with you to support your child's education and wellbeing.

Key Dates 

GAT: 7th June  
Senior exam week: Years 10 & 
11 6-9 June 
Year 10-12 Formal: 9th June 

 
 
Tertiary Information Session: 
25 May p3&4 

Student free day: 20th May 

 
 
Correction Day: 10th June 
Queens Birthday 13th June 

Semester 2 begins: 13th June



Health & Physical Education 
2016 saw Coburg High hold it’s first ever Swimming 
and Athletics Carnivals. Both carnivals saw excellent 
participation from students (and staff too). Announcer 
DJ Loz kept everyone’s spirits up for both carnivals, 
even inciting an impromptu dance-off on the side of 
the swimming pool! The senior students joined in for 
the Athletics Carnival and those that participated really 
enjoyed the experience. Congratulations to everyone 
who joined in for either carnival - and a special 
congratulations to anyone who won an event… You’re 
the instant Coburg High School record holder in that 
event! Thanks and congratulations to Stacey for 
organising and to all staff who helped out on the day - 
there were several staff who went above and beyond 
the call of duty to provide our students with an 
outstanding experience and the HPE/Sport teachers really appreciate the assistance.  

SWIMMING SPORTS 

1st: Azul  
2nd: Amarillo 
3rd: Verde     
4th: Rojo 

ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 

1st: Amarillo 
2nd: Azul  
3rd: Rojo 
4th: Verde  

Age Group Champions 
SWIMMING:  

Dylan Koutsovasilis    13B 

Charlotte Wade and Samantha Sadler 13G 

Mirac Tekin     14B 

Hannah Patullo-Chapman   14G 

ATHLETICS: 

Lucas Pellegrini    13B 

Maybel Jess-Mabbott    13G 

Nathan Efremidis    14B 

Shakiba Momeni    14G 

Toby Neal     15B 

Rebecca Nunzella    15G 

Ruby Gionfriddo    16G 

Stephen Esmore & Yahya Khamisi  17B 

Tilley Hanlan     17G 

Daniel Dib     18B 

Lucy Shalders     18G  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Spanish 
¡Hola! We have some exciting news from the Spanish team: 

• We now have a beautiful Spanish room which is located at the bottom of Building C. Year 8 students 
will be using this room in Term 2 for some of their Spanish classes.  

• The Language Perfect World Championships are on from 16 – 28 May. This will give Coburg High 
students an opportunity to compete with people around the world and win some great prizes! Keep 
an eye on Compass for more details.  

• Students should look out for Spanish Club, which will be run at lunchtime during Term 2. This club is 
for students who love español and would like to find out more about this beautiful language and all 
the diverse cultures that go with it. We will play games, learn cultural dances, make delicious food, 
create traditional crafts and we might even run a film festival Stay tuned!  

¡Hasta luego! 

Lauren, Jess and Natalia 

The Arts 
Visual Arts 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Gorgeous work from the year 7’s in  Visual Arts as we explore Matisse’s papercuts!! This work has added 
colour and energy to the studio spaces and was requested by the performing arts team to be displayed in 
the foyer for the recent Selfie production. 

Year 8 Design continues to evolve with students working on 3d typography signage based on existing 
found type from Victoria St in Brunswick. This project will lead into a shop design fit out using the new 
Adobe Creative Cloud Suite available free for all students for the next 3 years! 

After a term of investigating Andy Warhol, pop art and sculpture, our Year 8 Visual Arts classes have been 
exploring the world of street art and social commentary; looking at a range of various styles of artists, from 
different cultures and times. They have been experimenting with wood blocking, positive and negative 
space and are about to embark on a linocut based on their own design



 

Music 

Year 7, 8 and senior music students 
participated successfully in preparing the song 
‘I am Australian’ for Harmony Day in both sung 
and signed language. They strongly 
represented the diversity of our school and 
promoted our inclusive culture. 

Music students in the Period 5 Band extension 
club presented an inspiring performance of 
the song ‘Funky Town’ at the end of Term 1 
Junior School assembly. Their dedication to 
music was evident and they are congratulated 
on the group’s first performance. 

Dance & Drama 

Students throughout the entire school have 
been working hard on developing their 
performance skills with particular focus in 
dance and drama. Year 7 students are showing 
creativity and a positive attitude to classes 
where they are working in teams and 
exploring expressive skills. Year 8 students 
have been working on the 'Lindy Hop' a high 
energy dance working with different partners 
and the senior dance students are focussing 
on choreographing their own solo works 
exploring physical skills. VCE drama students 
are about to embark on their major outcome 
for the semester, a non-naturalistic 
performance based on the stimulus 'The Lost 
Thing' by Shaun Tan. The whole school 
community will be invited to attend 
performance evenings to showcase the 
creative progress and talent of our students.  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STUDENTS AT WORK: YEAR 8 ARTS



English 
The year has been steaming along for English students at Coburg High! Year 7 students are now learning 
the tricks and spin of the advertising industry, while Year 8 students are following the exploits of Raphael, 
Gardo and Rat in the novel ‘Trash’. Meanwhile in Senior School, students are busy working towards VCE 
success and rising to the challenge of SACs and exams.  

It has been great to see the successful transition of the Year 7s into 
secondary schooling; watching them use their Macs to create 
Keynote presentations, iMovies and their own Wikis is impressive. 
Some students are so proficient with technology that they are 
teaching their teachers some handy hacks.  

As English teachers, we still see a future for our beloved books and 
it’s reassuring that many students are still keen to use some ‘old 
school’ technology that doesn’t require charging. Last term, many 
students were able to make use of the excellent facilities at the 
Coburg Library, with others due to visit this term. Back at school, 
our modest collection of books grows and any donations are more 
than welcome! We would also like to acknowledge the support of 
Pictures and Pages, Coburg’s very own book store, owned by two 
of Coburg High’s very own families. 

Parents are reminded to check learning tasks on Compass for 
feedback on students’ assessment tasks and to check the blog of 
the home group Wiki for updates on homework.  
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SELFIE 
During Term 2 arts extension program a dedicated group of senior and junior students worked on 
realising an evocative and thoughtful play titled Selfie, written by Bradley Hayward. The three 

performances that occurred during week 3 in The 
Space were a huge success. Community 
members were moved and entertained by our 
performers engaged and focused interpretations 
of the characters. A huge congratulations to Max 
Hughes, Ellia Caligiuri, Isabella Sealey, Taleisha 
Rowland, Dexter Matson, Lexi Karatzikos, Mickel 
Makhoul, Micah Cop, Kelly Kouliadelis, Gemma 
Danks and Jordan Fantone for their fantastic 
performances. And a special thank-you to Imogen 
Arnol for her help throughout the entire process, 
as well as Charlotte Wade and Angus Beaumont 
for their wonderful contributions as MC's on both 
performance nights. The CHS arts team looks 
forward to supporting students in their extra 

curricular arts activities more throughout 2016.   



 
Humanities 

Maths & Science 

Science & Maths students at Coburg High School have been immersed in lots of practical inquiry work, 
answering interesting questions and increasing their awareness of Maths & Science in the world around us. 
Year 7 Science students worked through rigorous assessment to achieve their Bunsen Burner licences, and 
are now investigating a number of different exotic ecosystems that different plants and animals thrive in. 
Maths students have been honing their operations skills and integrating this into the world of food. Year 8 
Science students have developed their understanding of the study of geology and how it’s impacted our 
planet over millions of years. They’re now building on their knowledge of biology from last year and 
investigating the structure and function of different mammalian organ systems. Year 8 Maths students have 
been working on their ability to take raw data and manipulate it into all sort of tabular and graphic forms, 
and then looking for patterns and trends. 

A small delegation of Year 7 Science students are soon to 
represent Coburg High School at GTAC for a day of 
engaging with current Phd students. They are going to be 
working with different biotechnologies and investigating 
the diagnosis and treatment of Achondroplasia and other 
genetic disorders. A number of students across the school 
will also participate in a number of state-wide and national 
competitions which we’re very much looking forward to! 
Science and Maths  across the school is thriving and us 
teachers are very excited about what our students have 
already learned, and what they are going to continue to 
learn across 2016!  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What was the past like? How does the past change and create our sense of self? Who are 
we as Australians in our Coburg community? What is our world like? These are some of 
the exciting and stimulating questions that our junior Humanities students have 
confronted and investigated already this year. At Year 7, students focussed on Indigenous 
Australia and became archeologists solving the mystery of Narrabeen Man’s death. They 
also considered water usage around the world and the responsible use of resources, 
highlighting differences in lifestyles of people in Australia to those in other countries. 
Currently, they are investigating Ancient China. At Year 8, students explored urbanisation 
in Greater Melbourne, in particular investigating changes in Moreland City Council. They 
are now looking into Medieval Japan and are becoming intrigued by the blood and guts 
of the Shogun era, including investigating samurais.

YEAR 10 SCIENCE
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ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 2016

YEAR 7 CAMP 2016


