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Frequently Asked Questions 

What will I use this handbook for, and who needs to read it? 
This handbook has been written by teachers from all the learning areas at Coburg High School, and is for 
Year 10 students and their families to read. Students are at a point where they will have the opportunity 
to have more choice in what they study. This handbook will help you understand what electives are and 
which ones you can take at Coburg High School in 2018. You’ll be provided with more time and 
information during Home Group, and at home to make these decisions.  
 
What’s the difference between a core subject and elective subject? 
A core subject is one that every student in Year 10 will complete. At Coburg High School, the core 
subjects at Year 10 are English, Maths and Health (these subjects are year long) and Humanities and 
Science (these subjects are one semester long). All students take these subjects. In these subjects, 
students learn and build similar knowledge, and develop similar skills through a variety of activities.  
 
An elective subject is one that not every student will choose to do, much like the electives that students 
were offered for Year 9. Here, you get a chance to gain further specialist knowledge and skills, by going 
in depth into a specific learning area. This allows you to explore the fields that you are interested in, or 
are already really passionate about for a year, before you make decisions about your Senior School 
education. This handbook contains information about the electives we’d like to offer you at Coburg High 
School in Year 10, 2018.  
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What are the elective subjects on offer at Coburg High School in 2018? 
At Coburg High School, in 2018, we’re excited to offer semester-long electives from the learning areas 
of Visual Arts, Performing Arts, Design & Technology, Physical Education, English, Maths, Humanities 
and Science. We are also offering Spanish as a year-long elective.  
 
 

English Mathematics Language 

Literature Advanced Mathematics Spanish 

Humanities Science Visual Arts 

Global Conflict Biochemistry Media 

Philosophy & Classics Environmental Engineering Visual Art 

M0n€y Talk$ Neuropsychology Visual Communication Design 

Design & Technology Physical Education Performing Arts 

Design & Fabrication Girls Make Your Move Dance 

Food for Thought Sport Science Drama 

Digital Technology Active for Life Music Performance 

Creative Technologies Coaching & Athlete 
Development 

Production 

 
 
How many electives can I pick?  
You will complete six electives in Year 10 in 2018. You must choose at least one Arts elective (either 
Performing OR Visual) and one Physical Education elective. You may select your other four electives 
from any Learning Area that you are interested in.  
 
If you select year long subjects of Spanish, a VET subject or are accepted into an early entry VCE 
subject, the number of overall electives will decrease. 
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How many lessons are there for core and elective subjects each week? 
The table below shows you how time has been distributed across the different subjects in Year 10 in 
2018. 

 

Year 10 Semester 1 Year 10 Semester 2 

Subject Lessons per week Subject Lessons per week 

English 4 English 4 

Maths 4 Maths 4 

Science 4 Humanities 4 

Home Group 1 Home Group 1 

Elective  4 Elective 4 

Elective  4 Elective 4 

Elective  4 Elective 4 

Total 25 Total 25 

 
How does the selection process work? 
You will be guided through the elective handbook by Home Group teachers and Learning Area Leaders 
on Thursday 17 August. You’ll then have one week to discuss options with teachers and families. You’ll 
need to submit elective preferences via a Google Form by Friday 25 August. Students wishing to 
complete a VCE or VET subject must complete a separate application form and submit this by Friday 25 
August. 

What happens if I don’t get my first choice? 
In some situations, you may not be able to get your first choice of elective in a particular field. This is why 
it’s important to think about first and second preferences when you are browsing through this elective 
handbook and talking to the people who are supporting you.  
 
Who can I talk to for advice about particular subjects? 

● You will be given the chance to talk to your Home Group teacher and your friends in Week 5 
● Parents will be emailed this handbook on the same day so that you may speak with them when 

you get home  
● The Learning Area Leaders will be available on Thursday 17th August during Period 1 if you’d 

like to talk to them. Their names, contact details and images are available on the following page. 
You may also email them with any questions.  

● You will have until Friday 25th August to submit your choices, so you have lots of time to talk to 
your subject teachers. 
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Learning Area Leaders 

Subject Learning Area Leaders Email Photo 

English 
 

Deborah Platanas 
 deborah.platanas@coburg.vic.edu.au 

 

Humanities Chloe Tayler chloe.tayler@coburg.vic.edu.au 

 

Mathematics Andrew Hickson andrew.hickson@coburg.vic.edu.au 
 

Performing 
Arts Sarah Kate Hanley sarah.hanley@coburg.vic.edu.au 

 

Physical 
Education Darren Symons darren.symons@coburg.vic.edu.au 

 

 
Science 

 
Katherine Ryan katherine.ryan@coburg.vic.edu.au 

 

Spanish Yalinie Vigneswaran yalinie.vigneswaran@coburg.vic.edu.au 

 

Visual Arts Leah Murphy leah.murphy@coburg.vic.edu.au 
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Design & Technology 
Design & Fabrication 

 

Description 

An immersive design, fabrication and construction class that recycles, reuses and reimagines the 
debris of a world with finite resources. You will draw inspiration from film, theatre, visual arts and 
design, fashion and historical costumes. You will explore and experiment with historical, contemporary 
and futuristic methods of construction with a focus on sustainable/eco design. Working from design 
briefs and creating your own, you will identify a problem to solve and use a variety of materials and 
construction techniques to create a range of solutions. 

What knowledge & skills will I be able to build? What other fields could this lead to? 

● Design process 
● Historical textile manufacturing techniques 
● Cultural and environmental influences on fashion 
● Fashion styles, eras and use of signs and 

symbols 
● Ethical and environmental consideration in 

design 
● Jewellery design and construction 
● Manual and digital drawing skills  
● Design and production of objects using new 

technologies 
● Basic pattern making and alteration techniques 
● Manual construction methods such as sewing, 

embroidery, fabrication, vacuum forming, block 
printing etc. 

VCE Studio Arts 
VCE Art 
VCE Media 
VCE Visual Communication Design 
Fashion design  
Art Department for film/TV, theatre 
Costume design  
Character design for computer games  

What else do I need to know? 

You do not need to have any prior 
knowledge or skills in this area.  

● This course will include some 
excursions to galleries, with a cost of 
up to $25 per visit. 

● Subject levy for class materials $30 
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Design & Technology  
Food for Thought 

 

Description 

In an increasingly complex and busy world, it is important that you develop knowledge, skills and 
confidence to understand where our food comes from and how to prepare it in ways that are 
sustainable and creative. You will examine how the principles of food safety, preservation, preparation, 
presentation and sensory perceptions influence the creation of food.  You will consider ethical and 
environmentally viable production and marketing of food through a range of practical and investigative 
tasks. This is more than a cookery class, it’s a pathway to food enlightenment!  

What knowledge & skills will I be able to build? What other fields could this lead to? 

● Ethical and environmental considerations in 
food production and design 

● Design and production of food using new 
technologies 

● Recipe reading, creation and application 
● Safe food handling skills 
● Understanding of Food Technology 

equipment and working within a kitchen 
environment  

● The functional role of nutrients 
● Food preparation and presentation 
● Basic and medium level cooking techniques 

developed across a range of cuisines 
● Budgeting and designing suitable foods for 

specific dietary needs 

VCE Food Studies 
VCE VET Hospitality 
Kitchen Hand 
Food Technician 
Chef 
Dietitian 
Consumer Scientist 

What else do I need to know? 

● You do not need to have any prior 
knowledge or skills in this area.  

● A fee of up to $40 may apply for 
excursions/incursions/materials 
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Digital Technology 
Creative Technologies: Game & Website Design 

 
 
 
 
 

Description 

Digital literacies and coding capabilities are essential 21st century skills. Game & Web Design is a subject that 
provides you with an opportunity to learn these important skills in a creative context using industry standard 
creative technology applications. In Game & Web Design you’ll learn to design, develop and create your own 
video games, websites and /or app-based projects. You will explore the fundamentals of good design and learn 
essential web and coding languages and protocols. The course focuses on tutorial-based, self-directed learning, 
the culmination of which is the creation of your very own video games, websites and app-based projects using 
software such as the powerful game design engine ‘Unity’, Apple’s versatile ‘Swift’ coding language or the classic 
website building application, Adobe Dreamweaver. Game & Website Design caters for a range of skill levels, from 
the beginner to the advanced. Students with limited coding experience will learn the fundamentals necessary to 
get started, while more advanced students will be able to extend their knowledge and skills by developing more 
complex projects.  

What knowledge & skills will I be able to build? What other fields could this lead to? 

 
 

● Mac-based creative applications knowledge 
● Coding languages such as Python and C# 
● The history of game and web design 
● HTML and CSS languages 
● Coding & programming 
● Game and web design 
● Project development 
● Critical analysis: game and web review skills 
● New creative technologies capabilities 

VCE Computer Studies 
Tertiary programming & technology-based courses such 
as Computer Science, Information Technology or Web 
Design  
STEM design and applications 
Game & web design industry work experience 

What else do I need to know? 

 
● There are two planned excursions - ACMI Digital 

Game Museum & PAX Australia.  (Cost $100) 
● Computer essential 
● iPad recommended but not essential 
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English  

Literature 

  

Description 

Literature is everything that you love about English; extended and amplified! It focuses on the meaning 
we get from texts (a text being a novel, play, film, etc) and any relationships between them. You will 
also think about the contexts in which texts are made, and the way that our own experiences affect our 
understanding of them. Studying Literature involves close reading, critical thinking, being creative and 
appreciating the awesomeness of really good books, poetry and plays. A range of genres are studied 
throughout the unit, anything from political fiction to ancient Greek tragedy to poetry. It can help you to 
improve your skills in English, prepare you for studying Literature in VCE, or just be a really interesting 
subject on its own! 

What knowledge & skills will I be able to build? What other fields could this lead to? 

 
● Build your capacity to think about the world 

and your place within it 
● Recognise that texts can say things about 

society’s values and human experience 
● Delve deeper into English texts and have a 

greater idea of what authors are trying to say 
● Convey your own ideas about a text 
● Practise responding to a text through a variety 

of different methods 

VCE Literature 
VCE History 
VCE Texts & Traditions  
VCE Philosophy 
Creative Writing 

What else do I need to know? 

● You should be a confident reader, who 
is able and willing to read a text several 
times.  

● You will be showing your knowledge of 
the texts in a number of different ways: 
creatively, orally, in essay form, etc. 

● A fee of up to $40 may apply for 
excursions/incursions/materials 

 



11 

 
Humanities 

Global Conflict 

 
 

Description 

How and why do wars happen? How do we explain genocide? With the assassination of an archduke in 
1914, the world was in chaos. Immediately, countries took sides and negotiated alliances. Technology 
beyond imaginations was invented for purposes of espionage and destruction. The war machine 
continued into WWII, where a new kind of hell had been unleashed: ideological hatred in the form of 
Nazism. Hitler’s Holocaust against the Jewish, Polish, gay, disabled people, Roma (gypsies) and others 
seen as ‘other’ to Hitler’s regime. You will also investigate modern conflicts and try to answer the inquiry 
question: How have WWI & WWII contributed to crises in Syria, Afghanistan and Iraq?  

What knowledge & skills will I be able to build? What other fields could this lead to? 

● Analyse the major World Wars and modern 
conflicts in the Middle East 

● Evaluate the impact of current and 
historical events 

● Build empathy with historical ancestors 
● Write meaningful  historical essays  
● Research in creative ways to locate 

archived film, newspaper and speech 
source evidence 

VCE History  
VCE Global Politics  
VCE Geography  
Law  
Arts  
Politics  
Journalism 

What else do I need to know? 

Possible excursions to the Jewish Holocaust 
Centre and Melbourne Museum’s ‘Love and 
Sorrow’ WWI Exhibition. Approximate cost: $30  
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Humanities 

Philosophy and Classics 

  

Description 

Philosophy comes from the Greek word philosophia meaning ‘love of wisdom’, and is the study of 
knowledge; but what actually is knowledge? In this subject you’ll learn critical thinking and logical 
reasoning to understand our place within the world. This subject begins with a study of the Ancient 
Greek play Oedipus Rex. This will introduce you to Ancient Greek philosophers such as Plato and 
movements like Stoicism and Hedonism. We’ll investigate questions of existence and identity through 
the film The Matrix, exploring the major question ‘How do you know your perceptions of reality are real?’ 
and consider ideas from philosophers such as Descartes and Locke, as well as more contemporary 
thinkers such as Baudrillard and Camus. Finally we will study Ethics as seen through the Franz Kafka 
novella In the Penal Colony. This subject is for those interested in questioning the fabric of existence. 

What knowledge & skills will I be able to build? What other fields could this lead to? 

● Listening and public speaking skills through 
participation in Socratic Circle dialogues 

● Deductive reasoning  
● Formulate independent ideas  
● Debate and critical argument  
● Close reading  

 

VCE Philosophy 
VCE Literature 
VCE Classical Studies  
VCE Revolutions 
Philosophy  
Arts  
Classics 

What else do I need to know? 

● You must be willing to develop and 
showcase your skills in active listening 
and public speaking. 

● A fee of up to $40 may apply for 
excursions/incursions/materials 
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Humanities 

M0n€y Talk$ 

 
 

Description 

This subject is about how you manage your own money, make smart financial decisions now, when you 
leave school and when you enter the workforce. The key is learning how to make independent financial 
decisions, and the knowledge you need to make those smart choices. You’ll investigate how to earn an 
income through all sorts of avenues, and learn strategies that can lead to financial success. This subject 
moves from personal finances, such as budgeting and taxes, to understanding businesses, the share 
market and economic systems. Want to learn how to budget to move out of home? Prepare receipts for 
tax returns? Save for a round-the-world gap year trip? This subject is for you.  

What knowledge & skills will I be able to build? What other fields could this lead to? 

● You’ll learn how to manage your personal 
finances: budgeting, investments, taxation, 
preparing receipts for tax return, scams, the 
sharemarket, profit/loss statements 

● You’ll learn the importance of online marketing 
and how to promote a business integrated with 
basic economic systems  

● You’ll learn the basics of business 
management, planning for the highs and lows 
of the market from the perspective of a small 
business owner 

VCE Business Management  
VCE Accounting  
VCE Economics  
Business  
Commerce  
Accountancy  

What else do I need to know? 

A fee of up to $20 may apply for 
excursions/incursions/materials 
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Language 

Spanish 

 

Description 

Year 10 Spanish will challenge and extend you: your knowledge of the Spanish language and culture will 
bloom as never before! You will interact in written and spoken Spanish to communicate about personal 
experiences, relationships and aspirations, and broader local and global issues such as the 
environment, social media and tourism, including issues that pertain to Spanish-speaking countries. You 
will interact with peers to make decisions, solve problems, and negotiate and plan action in response to 
issues. Your knowledge of grammar and pronunciation will increase rapidly through the study of spoken 
and written texts.  

What knowledge & skills will I be able to build? What other fields could this lead to? 

● The conventions of a range of text types 
● The distinction between colloquial and formal 

language 
● A wide range of vocabulary, including within the 

topics of social media, travel, work, the 
environment, and Hispanic cultures 

● Environmental and social concerns in Hispanic 
countries. 

 

VCE Spanish 
Languages 
International Studies  
 

What else do I need to know? 

A fee of up to $40 may apply for 
excursions/incursions/materials 
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Mathematics 

Advanced Mathematics 

 

Description 

This course provides optional, additional content for you to be extended in various areas of your mathematical 
studies.This includes: 

● Number and algebra to investigate the structure and properties of number systems, with further analysis 
of order relations and inequalities.  

● Trigonometry to include an introduction to circular functions and equations, or extend the study of indices 
and exponential functions to logarithms, including an introduction to logarithmic functions. 

● Measurement and geometry to proving a broader range of geometric propositions solving trigonometric 
problems in non-right angles triangles, or solving three dimensional problems involving surface area and 
volume of cones and spheres and composite shapes. 

● Statistics and probability to explore the concepts of conditionality, dependence and independence in 
depth, or consider how various measures of location and spread can be used to describe the distribution 
of a data set, and investigate how robust these are with respect to variation in the data, in particular with 
respect to measurement error. 

Types of activities will include investigations, data collection and analysis and problem-solving tasks not included 
in the Year 10 Mathematics curriculum. 

What knowledge & skills will I be able to build? What other fields could this lead to? 

 
● Solve trigonometric and exponential equations 
● Select an appropriate mathematical model to 

represent observed data 
● How to describe, interpret, sketch and 

transform a range of non-linear functions. 

Mathematical Methods 
Specialist Mathematics 
Science 
Engineering 
Computing 
Aviation 
Mathematics 

What else do I need to know? 

● TI-nspire CAS calculator is required  
● Excursions to tertiary institutions to examine 

how higher level mathematics are involved in a 
range of studies.  
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● A fee of up to $40 may apply for 
excursions/incursions/materials 

Physical Education  
Girls, Make Your Move 

 

 

Description 

In this ‘girls only’ elective, you will have an opportunity to learn and participate in health and fitness 
related activities in a socially secure and non-threatening environment. In the Girls Make Your Move 
unit, you will examine the impact of positive and negative influences and behaviours on your health 
(such as physical activity, lifestyle apps and websites, happiness, sleep, mental health, stress and 
secrets to a long and healthy life). Practical activities will vary, to allow you to try a range of options 
that improve your fitness outcomes now, and in the future.  

What knowledge & skills will I be able to 
build? 

What other fields could this lead onto? 

● You will look at how to improve your own 
fitness and physical activity levels  

● You will learn about the importance of 
cooperation, leadership and fair play 
across a range of health and movement 
contexts and how this might influence 
your self-esteem 

● You will look at how to transfer 
movements and strategies to new and 
challenging movement situations 

● You will make judgments about your own 
and others’ specialised movement skills  

● You will work together to design and 
apply solutions to movement challenges. 

VCE PE 
VET Sport and Rec 
VET Fitness 
VET Early Child Education and care  

What else do I need to know? 

● A small cost may occur to cover the cost of 
group fitness sessions and 
excursions/incursions (up to $40) 

● This unit includes practical based learning 
and a theory component. 
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Physical Education 

Sports Science 

 
Description 

This unit delves further into the science of sport and examines how the body systems react to 
physical activity. Through observation, testing and analysis of athletes, you will be introduced to how 
sports scientists measure physical activity and use those measurements to improve an athlete’s 
biomechanics and performance. You will participate in a diverse range of practical and recreational 
activities, as well as gain a certain level of understanding of the theoretical aspects of Physical 
Education as a science. 

What knowledge & skills will I be able to 
build? 

What other fields could this lead to? 

● Understanding of the body systems, 
musculoskeletal system, 
cardiovascular system, and respiratory 
system 

● Understanding of energy systems, 
aerobic system, anaerobic glycolysis 
system and the ATP-PC system and 
how these are fueled 

● Understanding of biomechanical 
principles such as the magnus effect, 
levers, performance enhancing devices 
and equipment, spin, Newton’s Laws, 
etc 

VCE Physical Education 
VET Fitness 
VET Sport and Rec 
Sport and Exercise Science  

What else do I need to know? 

● A small cost of up to $40 may occur to 
cover the cost of any group fitness sessions 
or excursions 

● This is an advanced subject which is 
marketed at those who are aiming to study 
Physical Education  in VCE 

● This elective will have a substantial theory 
component. 
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● Develop motor skills and tactical 
awareness in a range of practical 
activities 

 
Physical Education  

Active For Life 

 
 

Description 

By choosing Active For Life, you are acknowledging the importance of physical activity in everyday 
life. In this class, you will have the opportunity to learn the skills and knowledge that allow you to be fit 
and active for the rest of your life. The emphasis in this unit will be on fun and participation, away from 
the competitiveness of traditional sports. This means a range of recreational activities will be offered, 
potentially including yoga, walking, riding, other group fitness classes, lawn bowls or self defence, 
among others. Active for Life encourages you to develop knowledge and skills to allow you to 
participate in physical activity throughout your life. 

What knowledge & skills will I be able to 
build? 

What other fields could this lead to? 

● Enhancing your motor skills to allow 
for participation in physical activity 
throughout your life 

● Development of coordination and 
body awareness 

● Improving your own personal fitness - 
both cardiovascular fitness and other 
elements of ‘being fit’, like flexibility, 
for example 

 
VCE Health & Human Development 
VET Fitness 
VET Sport and Rec 
Sport and Exercise Science  
 

What else do I need to know? 
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● Understand the relationship between 
maintaining fitness and reducing 
stress 

● A small cost may occur to cover the cost of 
group fitness sessions and 
excursions/incursions (Up to $40) 

● This unit includes practical based learning and 
a theory component. 

 
Physical Education  

Coaching and Athlete Development 

  

 

Description 

If you select this class, you should be interested in competitive sport and want to improve your 
sports performance as part of your school program. In consultation with your PE teacher, you’ll 
design your own training program to maximise potential improvements. Part of your program will 
focus on tactics and coaching. You will learn about coaching knowledge and skills and be expected 
to assist with coaching junior interschool-sports teams here at CHS, and also with local primary 
schools.  

What knowledge & skills will I be able to build? What other fields could this lead onto? 

● Being involved in the coaching side of this 
class will develop your: 

○ Tactical knowledge 
○ Ability to plan a training session 
○ Self-confidence 
○ Communication 
○ Leadership skills  

● As part of planning and executing your 
training program, you’ll participate in 
lectures, tutorials, labs and practical work 
that focus on: 

○ Performance Enhancement 

VCE PE 
VET Sport and Rec 
VET Fitness 
Sports coaching 

What else do I need to know? 

● A small cost of up to $40 may occur 
to cover the cost of group fitness 
sessions and excursions/incursions 

● This unit includes practical based 
learning and a theory component. 
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○ Introductory biomechanics, specific 
to the student’s sport – technique 
and skill development 

○ Advanced Tactics and Strategies 
○ Sequencing a development program 

over a six-month period. 

 

 

Performing Arts 

Dance 

 
Description 

In Year 10 Dance, you will develop your personal movement vocabulary and build on your awareness 
of how your bodies can be used to communicate ideas and concepts. These skills will be explored 
through a series of movement activities based on improvisation techniques. You will also 
systematically train your body in various dance styles in order to continue building your physical skills. 
You will watch dance performances and complete a performance analysis that explores how 
choreographers use the elements of movement to enrich you own dance-making.  

What knowledge & skills will I be able to 
build? 

What other fields could this lead to? 

● How your body moves and what is 
your personal style 

● How elements of dance are used to 
create and perform choreography 

● How dancers perform expressively 
● How accomplished choreographers 

craft their work 

VCE Dance 
VCE Drama 
Involvement in CHS productions 
Dancer/Choreographer 
Community Arts Worker 

What else do I need to know? 
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● Physical and expressive dance 
skills 

● Confidence in self, as a dancer and 
choreographer 

● Learning and performing dances 
from different traditions and style 

● Problem solving, creative thinking 
self-management skills and 
communication skills, team work. 

● Dancers of all levels & styles welcome 
● You will perform for audiences from CHS and 

the wider community 
● Classes are of a highly practical nature, and 

require you to be energised for all practical 
studies. 

● You will attend a professional performance 
which will incur an approximate fee of $20. 

Performing Arts  
Drama  

 

 

Description 

In Drama you will explore both contemporary and historical form through the exploration of different 
dramatic styles. You will also explore drama as a political form and use this to provide solutions to 
social problems. You will create performances for a Year 7 audience in the style of ‘Forum Theatre’ 
and also investigate different acting techniques used in theatre and film! The Performing Arts is an 
important discipline to be part of and Drama is a subject which extends your thinking, creativity and 
most of all it is fun! 

What knowledge & skills will I be able to build? What other fields could this lead to? 

● Practice and refine dramatic elements, 
performance skills and expressive skills 

● Perform monologue works from theatre and 
film 

● Improvise with characters and scenarios  

VCE Drama  
VCE Theatre Studies 
VCE English  
VCE Literature 

What else do I need to know? 
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● Perform Greek Theatre 
● Analyse characters and explore differing 

viewpoints to enrich drama practice  
 
 

You will attend a professional performance 
which will incur an approximate fee of $20.  
 

 
 
Performing Arts  

Music Performance 

 

Description 

In Year 10 Music Performance, you will interpret, rehearse and perform solo and ensemble repertoire 
in a range of forms and styles. You will begin to develop personal voice and technical control, 
expression and stylistic understanding. You will use general listening and specific aural skills to 
enhance your performances and use knowledge of the elements of music, style and notation to 
compose, document and share your music. You will aurally and visually analyse works and 
performances of different styles. You will evaluate the use of elements of music and define 
characteristics from different musical styles. You will use your understanding of music making to 
inform and shape your interpretations, performances and compositions.  

What knowledge & skills will I be able to 
build? 

What other fields could this lead on to? 
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● Practise and refine instrumental technical 
skills 

● Perform solo and ensemble works from a 
range of styles and techniques  

● Music theory and aural comprehension skills 
● Composition and arrangement skills 
● Music analysis skills 

 

VCE Music 
VET Music Industry: Technical Production 

What else do I need to know? 

You will attend a music performance which will 
incur an approximate fee of $20.   

 
Performing Arts 

Production 

  
 

Description 

If you are passionate about the performing arts and productions this elective is for you. In this elective 
you will be building towards a production created, directed, stage managed and performed by students 
in the production class. You will choose two roles that you would like to explore during the semester, 
such as: director, stage managing, lighting design, performance and more. The production will follow a 
thorough production schedule and will be performed to a CHS audience. You will run school events 
such as concerts, productions and assemblies and develop your expertise all elements of production. 

What knowledge & skills will I be able to 
build? 

What other fields could this lead to? 

● Research text and contexts of play scripts 
● Apply stagecraft elements 
● Understand the design process  
● Theatrical Conventions 
● Theatre Styles  

VCE Theatre Studies 
VCE Drama  
VCE Dance 
VCE Music 
VCE Studio Art 
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● Performance Spaces 
● Collaborative Design Process 
● Workshop and Rehearsal Schedules 
● Team work 
● Community connections 
● Performance and expressive skills 
● Production skills  

 

VCE Media 
VCE Visual Communication Design 

What else do I need to know? 

● You will attend a theatrical production, 
which will incur an approximate fee of 
$20 

● You will be required to participate in 
the running of your production. 

Science  
Biochemistry 

  

Description 

Biochemistry is the study of chemical processes within and relating to living organisms. Throughout the 
Biochemistry elective you will develop a greater understanding of the relationship between the 
Chemical and Biological disciplines and the significance of chemical reactions in living contexts. You 
will undertake experimental investigations in which you will pose research questions, design scientific 
methods, undertake safe and accurate experiments and analyse results as well as evaluate 
experiments. You will be able to apply their knowledge of chemistry and how it relates to biology and 
physiology (the study of how the body works) in both disease and health.  

What knowledge & skills will I be able to build? What other fields could this lead to? 

● Understand the basis of trends in the periodic 
table  

● Perform chemical calculations 
● Understand the chemistry involved in 

biological systems at the molecular level and 
appreciate how molecular structure relates to 
function 

VCE Chemistry 
VCE Biology 
VCE Environmental Science 
Life Sciences 
Forensic science  
Drug discovery and development  
Biochemical research  
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● Analyse patterns and trends in data and 
drawing conclusions that are consistent with 
evidence 

● Communicate scientific ideas and information 
for a particular purpose, including 
constructing evidence-based arguments and 
using appropriate scientific language, 
chemical formulas and equations 

● Apply this understanding in the field of 
Forensics. 

What else do I need to know? 

Subject charge for class materials and 
excursions is $40. 
 
 

Science 

Environmental Engineering 

  

Description 

The environmental engineering course is comprised of two units. In Unit One, you will investigate 
energy and climate change looking at how technology, chemistry and biology are used to solve 
environmental impacts. You will gain an in depth knowledge in the areas such as: recycling, soil 
contaminants from heavy metals, animal agriculture, and environmental sustainability. Unit Two 
Biodiversity, focuses on the impact we as consumers have on the environment through the choices we 
make. You will use the school's poly-tunnel, aquaponics system, chickens, kitchen garden and the 
Merri Creek in order to gather and test experiments.  

What knowledge & skills will I be able to build? What other fields could this lead to? 

● Describe the relevance of how consumer 
awareness can reduce the impact of pollution. 

● Investigate how soil and water contaminants can 
affect biodiversity 

● Learn about how animal agriculture can impact the 
environment and look at how technology has 
reduce these impacts 

● Analyze what type of rubbish found at Merri Creek 
and design and build a litter trap 

VCE Chemistry 
VCE Biology 
Engineering 
Agriculture 
Horticulture 
Permaculture 
Microbiology 
Water Science 
Materials Testing  

What else do I need to know? 
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● Learn the interactions between organisms and 
how they are affected by human activity 

● Investigate Earth’s resources are renewable, but 
others are non-renewable 

● Investigate the types of chemical changes that 
occur in soil and water to form new substances 

● Learn how science and technology contribute to 
finding solutions to a range of contemporary 
issues 

● Apply this understanding in the field of Forensics. 

Subject charge for class materials and 
excursions is $40. 

- Possible local excursion to 
CERES 

 
Science 

Neuropsychology 

 

Description 

Neuropsychology is a specialist area of psychology and biology. It is relevant to you if you seek a more 
in-depth understanding of the brain and how damage through congenital conditions, injury, disease or 
disorders can affect its functioning and behaviour. You will develop the ability to investigate 
contemporary issues in the medical field through both a psychological and a biological lense and 
communicate their understanding in different ways. There will be a possible excursion to the Melbourne 
Museum to visit 'The Mind' exhibition.  

What knowledge & skills will I be able to build? What other fields could this lead to? 

Students will learn about the foundations of 
neuropsychology, neurophysiology, neuroanatomy, 
cognition, personality and emotion, perception and motor 
disorders, language and neurodevelopment.  
 
Students will be able to: 

Psychology 
Psychotherapy 
Biological sciences 
Health sciences 
Psychiatric nursing 
Health professionals 
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● Describe the relevance of neuropsychology to 
managing psychological disorders 

● Investigate the physiology of the nervous system 
and the anatomy of the nervous system 

● Learn about how conditions within the brain affect 
the way in which a person is physically capable or 
incapable of performing a variety of different tasks 

● Analyze how various aspects of a person’s thought 
processes may vary according to that person’s 
neurobiology 

● Investigate a variety of motor disorders 
● Explain the neuropsychology of language  
● Apply this understanding in the field of Forensics. 

Teaching 
Research 

What else do I need to know? 

Subject charge for class materials and 
excursions is $40 

Visual Arts  
Media 

 

Description 

More than ever, digital media shapes our everyday lives. It is a source of information, social interaction, 
entertainment and education. Year 10 Media is a subject designed to help you understand, interpret and make 
sense of this rapidly changing world of digital media technologies. Importantly, you will learn to develop a critical 
perspective as consumers and producers of media content. Year 10 Media students will have the opportunity to 
explore and develop media productions using the latest digital video and photographic technologies. You will 
learn the necessary technical and practical skills to capture and manipulate reality as you see it. You will also 
develop an understanding of how an audience interprets your own and other artists’ works. You will also create 
and analyse media texts from a journalistic perspective. This will culminate with you conducting a thorough and 
current analysis of social and print media sources to form your own opinion about the future of journalism and 
mass media consumption. At the end of the unit, you will work collaboratively to plan, produce and promote your 
own film project. You will take on individual roles such as art director, costume designer, sound design etc. The 
unit will conclude with a showcasing of projects to the school community. 

What knowledge & skills will I be able to build? What other fields could this lead to? 

● Learn to safely use media technologies such as film 
cameras, sound recording equipment, editing software  

VCE Media 
VCE Art 
VCE Studio Arts 
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● Use and understand structure, intent, character, settings, 
viewpoints and genre conventions in media art 
compositions  

● Application of the media elements such as time, space, 
sound, movement and lighting to media arts practice  

● Analyse the way in which audiences make meaning  
● Consider social and cultural contexts that shape the 

purpose and processes when producing media art 
● Evaluate the social and ethical implications of media arts 
● Understand and consider regulatory issues when using 

media technologies 
● Develop a strong understanding of your roles as artist 

and audience 

VCE Visual Communication Design 
Animation  
Cartoonist 
Journalism  
Film Production  
Game Design 

What else do I need to know? 

● Excursions with a cost of up to $25 
to ACMI, film screenings and 
Tropfest junior 

● Charge for class materials $30 

 
Visual Arts  

Visual Art 

 
Gordon Bennett - Notes to Basquiat-  2001 

 

Description 

In this elective, you will undertake an exploration of a variety of different art styles, movements,  materials and 
techniques in the form of intense workshops. You will explore artists and styles from realism to more abstract 
and conceptual work. You will explore artists from different times and begin to understand the continuum of art 
history and how this influences your own and other artists’ practice. You will build skills in screen printing, 
drawing, painting, and sculpture, that will build a breadth of experience and knowledge to help prepare you for 
VCE Arts studies. 

What knowledge & skills will I be able to 
build? 

What other fields could this lead to? 

● Select and manipulate materials and 
techniques 

VCE Studio Arts 
VCE Art 
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● Create finished art pieces using a range 
of mediums and techniques such as: 

○ Pastels 
○ Watercolour, acrylic and oil 

painting 
○ Ink drawing 
○ Stencil Art 
○ Printmaking 
○ Soft Sculpture 

● Analyse & evaluate, compare & contrast 
artworks 

● Explore the unique characteristics of a 
range of historical art movements. 

VCE Media 
VCE Visual Communication Design 
VCE Theatre Studies 
Graphic Design 
History 
English 
Technology Subjects 
Arts industry 

What else do I need to know? 

● This course will include some excursions to galleries, 
with a cost of up to $25 per visit. 

● Charge for class materials $30. 
 

Visual Arts  
Visual Communication Design 

  

Description 

This subject will give you the ability to strengthen your imagination and creativity to problem solve 
communication challenges. You will apply these problem solving skills to understand and apply the design 
process. You will be taught freehand and instrumental drawing techniques and apply them to different design 
approaches. You will also experiment with a range of materials, media and methods in both group and individual 
design tasks. Technology will be integrated into the subject with the application of the Adobe Suite. Various 
aspects of design theory will be explored to assist and expand upon existing knowledge of design process. 
There will also be a focus on visual merchandising. Through the exploration of visual merchandising you will 
investigate how design styles from different periods of time and cultures reflect your respective societies and 
cultures. This subject prepares you for VCE subjects with a design focus, as well as build skills in creative, 
critical and reflective thinking strategies. 

What knowledge & skills will I be able to 
build? 

What other fields could this lead to? 
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Knowledge: 
● Working to a brief, problem solving, planning, 

designing, estimating, calculating quantities for 
materials, assessing suitability of materials and 
techniques to job and environment, safety 
requirements for working with a range of materials 
and tools and in various environments 

 
Skills: 

● Drawing and planning, teamwork, time and 
materials management, leadership, manage 
projects within a budget and timeline, design 
thinking strategies, rendering skills, technical 
drawing skills (two-dimensional and 
three-dimensional) 

VCE Visual Communication Design 
VCE Art 
VCE Studio Arts 
VCE Media 
VET pathways: 
Careers: Designer, Architect, multimedia designer, 
graphic designer, industrial designer, jewellery 
designer, fashion and textile design 

What else do I need to know? 

● You will have the opportunity to visit 
Melbourne Museum Top Designs at 
Melbourne Museum, and explore exhibition 
design e.g bug lab (cost of up to $40) 

● Charge for class materials $30. 

Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) 
 
A VCE program is an ideal program if you are considering a pathway to university or TAFE. A VCE 
Program is a set of semester length units undertaken over a minimum period of two years.  
 
Subjects are generally completed in sequences and are referred to as Units 1, 2, 3 & 4. Units 1 & 2 are 
often completed at Year 11 and Units 3 & 4 at Year 12. In order to obtain their VCE, students must 
satisfactorily complete a minimum of 16 units including:  
 

• 3 units of English (of which two must be a Unit 3/4 sequence)  
• 3 other Unit 3/4 sequences (six units)  
 

A VCE program at Coburg High School will generally consist of 20 to 24 units taken over two to three 
years. 
 
All VCE units require a minimum of 50 hours of class time. A student needs to attend sufficient class time 
(80%) to complete work. Evidence of the completion of work will be in the form of a record of the work 
completed in class and for homework as well as the satisfactory completion of assessment tasks.  

 
Vocational Education & Training (VET) 
 
Vocational Education & Training (VET) programs provide students with the opportunity to combine 
vocational interests with your general education. VET units can count towards the required 16 units to 
complete VCE and contribute to ATAR. 
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Coburg High School is part of the Northern Melbourne VET Cluster and this cluster provides an 
extensive selection of VET programs. Any Year 9 student going into Year 10 or any Year 10 student 
going into Year 11 may apply to undertake a VET course.  
 
VET courses are completed at other schools during school hours and have additional fees. Given the 
high level of personal organisation required to attend VET courses off campus, Coburg High School will 
consider each application individually. Students considering a VET subject must see the Careers & 
Pathways Coordinator, Blake Stanfield, for further information.  

 
 
 
Early Entry VCE 
 
Generally VCE is undertaken in Years 11 & 12; however, you may be someone who can benefit from the 
additional challenge of taking a VCE subject early, either Unit 1/2 in Year 10 and/or Unit 3/4 in Year 12.  
 
There are a range of stipulations that must be met, you must be: 
 

● Achieving at least at the expected level in English and Mathematics  
● Performing above the expected level in the subject area for which you are applying for 

acceleration 
● Consistently submitting work on time 
● Consistently meeting the school’s attendance requirements.  

 
With acceleration there is also a risk that some students may concentrate on the accelerated VCE 
subject to the detriment of their other subjects. This can be counterproductive and might lead to a lower 
attainment at Unit 3/4 level in the following year.  
 
Students who apply to undertake a VCE subject in Year 10 will be required to complete an application 
form. All applications will be considered individually and take the student’s best interest into 
consideration. In some cases students will not be approved to take a VCE study in Year 10 because 
early entry into the VCE Studies offered will not be the most appropriate option. These VCE subjects will 
be offered to students when they are in Year 11 (provided there is sufficient interest and demand).  
 
The VCE Coordinator and the Pathways Coordinator can provide more details on criteria and advice on 
the suitability for acceleration. 
 
In 2018, Coburg High School is offering early VCE access to three subjects. These VCE studies are 
being offered based on breadth and on subject suitability. 
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Please see the following pages for subject outlines. More information can be obtained from the Learning 
Area Leaders listed in the front of this booklet or on the VCAA website http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
VCE  

Biology 
 

VCE Biology enables students to investigate the processes involved in sustaining life at cellular, system, 
species and ecosystem levels. In undertaking this study, students examine how life has evolved over 
time and understand that in the dynamic and interconnected system of life all change has a consequence 
that may affect an individual, a species or the collective biodiversity of Earth.  
 
The study gives students insights into how knowledge of molecular and evolutionary concepts underpin 
much of contemporary biology, and the applications used by society to resolve problems and make 
advancements.  
 
In VCE Biology students develop a range of inquiry skills involving practical experimentation and 
research, analytical skills including critical and creative thinking, and communication skills. Students use 
scientific and cognitive skills and understanding to analyse contemporary biology-related issues, and 
communicate their views from an informed position.  
 
VCE Biology provides for continuing study pathways within the discipline and leads to a range of careers. 
Branches of biology include botany, genetics, immunology, microbiology, pharmacology and zoology. In 
addition, biology is applied in many fields of endeavour including biotechnology, dentistry, ecology, 
education, food science, forestry, health care, horticulture, medicine, optometry, physiotherapy and 
veterinary science. Biologists also work in cross-disciplinary areas such as bushfire research, 
environmental management and conservation, forensic science, geology, medical research and sports 
science. 
 
Unit 1: How do living things stay alive?  

Area of Study 1 How do organisms function? 

 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
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Area of Study 2 How do living systems sustain life? 
Area of Study 3 Practical investigation  
 

Unit 2: How is continuity of life maintained? 
Area of Study 1 How does reproduction maintain the continuity of life?  
Area of Study 2 How is inheritance explained? 
Area of Study 3 Investigation of an issue  

 
 

VCE  
Health & Human Development 

 
VCE Health and Human Development provides students with broad understandings of health and 
wellbeing that reach far beyond the individual. Students learn how important health and wellbeing is to 
themselves and to families, communities, nations and global society. Students explore the complex 
interplay of biological, sociocultural and environmental factors that support and improve health and 
wellbeing and those that put it at risk. The study provides opportunities for students to view health and 
wellbeing, and development, holistically – across the lifespan and the globe, and through a lens of social 
equity and justice.  
 
VCE Health and Human Development is designed to foster health literacy. As individuals and as citizens, 
students develop their ability to navigate information, to recognise and enact supportive behaviours, and 
to evaluate healthcare initiatives and interventions. Students take this capacity with them as they leave 
school and apply their learning in positive and resilient ways through future changes and challenges.  
 
VCE Health and Human Development offers students a range of pathways including further formal study 
in areas such as health promotion, community health research and policy development, humanitarian aid 
work, allied health practices, education, and the health profession. 
 
Unit 1: Understanding health and wellbeing  

Area of Study 1 Health perspectives and influences 
Area of Study 2 Health and nutrition 
Area of Study 3 Youth health and wellbeing 

 
Unit 2: Managing health and development 

Area of Study 1 Developmental transitions 
Area of Study 2 Health care in Australia 
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VCE  

Legal Studies 
 

In contemporary Australian society there is a range of complex laws that exist to protect the rights of 
individuals and to achieve social cohesion. These laws are made by bodies such as parliament and the 
courts and are upheld by a number of institutions and processes within the legal system. Members of 
society interact with the laws and the legal system in many aspects of their lives and can influence law 
makers.  
 
The study of VCE Legal Studies enables students to become active and informed citizens by providing 
them with valuable insights into their relationship with the law and the legal system. They develop 
knowledge and skills that enhance their confidence and ability to access and participate in the legal 
system.  
 
Students come to appreciate how legal systems and processes aim to achieve social cohesion, and how 
they themselves can create positive changes to laws and the legal system. VCE Legal Studies equips 
students with the ability to research and analyse legal information and apply legal reasoning and 
decision-making skills, and fosters critical thinking to solve legal problems.  
 
Further study in the legal field can lead to a broad range of career opportunities such as lawyer, 
paralegal, legal secretary and careers in the courtroom. 
 
Unit 1: Guilt and liability  

Area of Study 1 Legal foundations 
Area of Study 2 The presumption of innocence 
Area of Study 3 Civil liability 

 
Unit 2: Sanctions, remedies and rights 
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Area of Study 1 Sanctions 
Area of Study 2 Remedies 
Area of Study 3 Rights 

 
 
 

 


